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Introduction 

BACKGROUND 

Since 1790, a national census of the U.S. population 
has been conducted every 1 O years. as required by the 
U.S. Constitution. Additional information beyond the 
populat ion count has been coll ected w ith each census 
in response to the challenges facing the nation and a 
national desire to understand ourselves. 

In the 20th century, most addresses rece ived a "'short" 
form, whi le a portion of addresses received a more 
detai led ""long" form. The Census 2000 short form was 
designed to collect basic demographic and housing 
information (i.e., age, race, gender, relationship, and 
tenure) to be used for apportionment and redis t rict ing. 
The long form sent to approximately 1 in 6 households 
collected social, housing, and economic information 
(i.e .. citizenship, educationa l attainment, disability 
status, employment status. income. and housing costs) 
that was used to plan and determine funding for a wide 
array of federal, state, local, and tribal programs. 

Since 2005, in order to provide communities, 
businesses, and the public with the detai led long
form information more frequently, these data have 
been collected month ly (and released annual ly) 
through the American Commun i ty Survey (A 
Thi s innovation enabled the 20 I 0 Census 
'"short-form-only" census. Decoupling t 
of short- and long-form data al lowed tli 

const itutional requirements to rl""r•-""'""" 

the resident popu lation, w ·1 
in both collections to i rnpro 
accuracy, and reduce costs. Th 
dissemination of more current an 
than has ever been available. 

The 2020 Decennial Census Program, comprised of 
the 2020 Census and the ACS, wil l provide an official 
count through a '"short-form-only'" census, as wel l as 
a portrait of communities counted across the nation 
through data col lected by the ACS. This program is the 
on ly data-gathering effort tha t collects information from 
enough people to produce comparable data for every 
geographic area recognized by the Census Bureau. 

' The /\CS also collects short· forrn data on its ques tionnaire. How· 
ever. ACS asks for basic demographic and housing information from 
a sample of households, wh ile the decennial census asks for basic 
deni()graphic and housing information frorn all households. 

SUBMISSION OF SUBJECTS PLANNED 
FOR THE 2020 DECENNIAL CENSUS 
PROGRAM 

Section 141 (f} of the Census Act requi res that 
the subjects to be included in the next census be 
submit ted to Congress no later than 3 years before the 
census date. The contents of this handbook describe 
the subjects that wi ll be asked on the 2020 Census and 

the ACS. 

The Census Act also requi res that the questions to 
be included in the next census be submitted to 
Congress no later than 2 years before the census date. 
A document that eets that requirement for the 2020 
Census and th Swi l l be submitted to Congress by 

ECTS PLANNED 
ENNIAL CENSUS 

the subjects planned, the Census Bureau 
eral agencies to provide updated information 

needs. The Census Bureau provided 
1P1r::ttn1PTtf~ation of uses coll ected from federal agencies 

the 2014 ACS Content Review and asked 
agencies to review, verify, and update this information. 

egular reviews of federa l requirements ensure that 
only required data are collected, as opposed to data that 
could be acquired by other means. 

The descript ions of the subj ects on the following 
pages are designed to give the reader a clear 
understand ing of 1) the re lationship between 
questions asked of respondents and the summarized 
data that are re leased in published tab les, 2) how 
federa l agencies use the resulting data, and 3) the 
benefits o f the data at the community leve l. Se lected 
statutes and regulati ons directing these uses are listed 
on the reverse of each page. 
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Protecting the Information Collected by These Subjects 
The Census Bureau has an obl igation to produce 
accurate, re levant statistics about the nation's economy 
and people, but we recognize that the information 
collected in these subj ects is often private . We depend 
on cooperation and t rust, and promise to protect the 
confidentiali ty of this information. 

Federal law protects t his information; Title l 3 of the 
U.S. Code protects the confidential ity of all collected 
informat ion. Violating th is law is a crime with severe 
penalt ies. Please v isit <www.census .gov/about 
/policies/privacy/ data_protection/ federal_law.html> . 

OUR PRIVACY PRINCIPLES 

We recognize the va lue of respondent trust, and 
we believe that when a f)erson answers the 2020 
Census or the ACS we must serve as caretakers of the 
information. The Census Bureau's Privacy Principles 
remind us of this promise and help ensure the 
protection of respondent information throughout all of 
our activities. 

The Privacy Principles are our guidel ines. They help 

• We promise to inform respondents about the 
purpose and uses for every survey or census we 
conduct before respondents provide answers . 

Respectful treatment of respondents: Are our 
efforts reasonable and do we treat people with 
respect? 

• We promise to minimize the effort and time it tak es 
for respondents to participate in the data collection 
by efficient designs. 

• We promise to use only legal. ethical, and 
professionally accepted practices in collecting data. 

• We promise to nsure any collection of sensitive 
children and other sensitive 

us as we determine content to consider respondents ._.lilfillll~ 
to removing personally identifiable 

i.e .. names, telephone numbers, and 
rom our data files, we use various rights and concerns. Every princip le embodies a 

promise to the respondent. 

Necessity: Do we need to collect inf 
this subject? 

Every time we prepare to ask a qu 
whether the information is t ru 
information we collect is us 

• 
each survey and census. 

• We promise that we wi ll use the i 
to produce timely, relevant statistics about the 
popu lation and the economy of the United States. 

Openness: Do respondents know why we are 
collecting this information? 

We collect information on ly for statistical purposes, 
and it is never used to identify individuals . Before 
participating, respondents have the right to know why 
we are conducting the survey or census, why we are 
asking spec i fic quest ions, and the purposes for wh ich 
the information wi ll be used. 

proac es to protect personal information-including 
computer technologies, statis tical methodologies. and 
ecurity procedures. 

Our security measures ensure that only a restricted 
number of authorized people have access to private 
information and that access is only granted to conduct 
our work and for no other purposes. Every person who 
works with census confidential information collected by 
the Census Bureau is sworn for life to uphold the law. 

Violating the confidentiality of a respondent is a 
federal crime with serious penalties. including a 
federa l prison sentence of up to 5 years, a fine of up 
to $250,000. or both. 

• We promise that every person with access to 
respondent information is sworn for life to protect 
respondent confidentiality. 

• We promise that we w ill use every technology, 
statistical methodology, and physical security 
procedure at our disposal to protect re spondent 
information. 

2 Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey U.S. Census Bureau 



Operational Questions 

Some operational questions will appear on the 2020 
Census and American Communi ty Survey that wi ll 
not resu lt in published counts or estimates. These 
questions are asked to better administer the data 
collection process and to ensure greater accuracy of 
the data collected through the other subjects. 

A person's contact information, including 
name and phone number, are requested in case 
someone must be reminded to complete their 
response or to verify information in a follow-up 
operation. 

Contact information is not part of published estimates 
and is carefully protected, as mandated by federa l law, 
to respect the personal information of respondents. 

An address is verified or requested to ensure 
that the data collected from the people in each 
household are included in the correct place. 

The U.S. Census Bureau is required to provide state 
legislatures with the small-a rea census population 
tabulations necessary for legislative redistricting. 
For example , a county count will be a summary of 
the data collected from all of the addresses in that 
county. To ensure that a household's data arep uded 
with the correct town, county, and state c ifnts"; 
need to ensure that we know where th · 
was collected. Addresses are not part 
tabulations and are ca refully protected, a 
by federal law. to respect the p 
respondents. 

2020 Census questions about the number 
of people in the home, whether anyone was 
included who does not usually live or stay there, 
or whether anyone who does usually live or 
stay there was forgotten are used to ensure that 
everyone is counted once, only once, and in the 
right place. 

The first U.S. decennial census in 1790 estab li shed 
the concept of "usual residence" as the main principle 
in determining where people were to be counted. The 
Census Bureau uses residence criteria to determine 
whom to count and where , especially because the place 
where a person lives and sleeps most of the time is not 
necessarily the sa 11e as the person's voting residence 
or legal reside c Asking these additional questions 

t no one is missed, people are not 
ul · I locations, and that people are 

lace. 

questio s about maritime 
~ ilitary living quarters, and other 
uarters facilities, such as college or 

student housing, nursing/skilled 
lities, group homes, emergency and 

n al shelters for people experiencing 
omelessness, and other such locations, are 
sed to better administer the data collection 
rocess in group living situations. 

Asking these additional questions helps ensure 
accurate classification of group quarters which is a part 
of the Census Bureau's mission to ensure that everyone 
is counted once, on ly once, and in the right place. 

U.S. Census Bureau Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 3 



Selected Statutory Uses of Operational Questions Data 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census 

I 

The Census Act, 1 3 USC § 141 (c} 

The Census Act, l 3 USC § 181 

4 Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
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Subjects Planned for the 202 
American Comm y Sur 
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Age 

Age asked since 1 790. 

AGE AND DATE OF BIRTH 
QUESTIONS ARE USED TO 
UNDERSTAND THE SIZE AND 
CHARACTERISTICS OF DIFFERENT 
AGE GROUPS AND TO PRESENT 
OTHER DATA BY AGE. 

Age data are used in planning and funding government 
programs that provide funds or services for specific 
age groups, such as chi ldren, working-age adults, 
women of childbearing age, or the older popu lation. 
Th ese statistics are also used to enforce laws, 
regulations , and policies against age discrimination in 
government programs and in society. 

AGE DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Assistance to Older Americans 

Knowing how many people in a community are aged 
60 a.nd older helps local officials provide pro9r,a 1s and 
~ervrc~s that enab le older adults to rema,Ai.Vf'i'i1;1 fely 
1n their homes and communities (Older erican 
Act). Age data are also used in progran 
services and assistance to seniors. such a 
assistance with utilities (Low I ln:i~~~rnn 
Assistance Program). 

Provide Assistance to Children and Families 

Knowing the numbers and ages of children in families 
in combination with other information, such as 
household income. health insurance status, and poverty 
status, can help communities enroll el igible families 
in programs designed to assist them. For example, 
age data are used in targeted efforts to enroll eligible 
people in Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance 
Program. 

Educate Children and Adults 

Knowing how ma y children and adu lts depend on 
services throu~ ools helps school districts make 
long-term b i10 g, staffing, and funding decisions. 

I Opportunity 

owin the ages of people in the community 
in combination with information about housing, 
mployment, and education, helps government and 
ommunities enforce laws, reg ulations, and policies 

against discrimination based on age. For example, age 
information is used to analyze the employment status of 
workers by age (Age Discrimination in Employment Act). 

U.S. Census Bureau Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 7 



Selected Statutory Uses of Age Data 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 
Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Labor 

U.S. Department of Labor 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Equa l Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Social Security Administration 

42 USC§§ 1472, 1474, 1485. 1486, 1490, and 1490a 7 CFR 
3550. 10 

20 USC§§ 6333 , 6334(a)(1), 6335(a), and 6337(b)(l)(A) 

220 USC§§ 6821, 6824, 70 11(5). and 7801(20) 

42 USC 300kk 

Patient Protection and Affordab le Care Act. Public Law 
111 - 148, § 10334: 42 USC 300kk 

llb1~11fft of 1965, Public Law 89· 110, as amended, 
l 0503; 28 CFR Part 5 5 

'vii Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352; 
§ 2000e-2 

mericans Act Amendments of 2000, Public Law 
65, 42 USC§ 3056e; 20 CFR 641.140, 641.360, and 

641.365 

29 USC§§ 49f(a)(3)(D), 49g(d), and 491-2(a) 15 

Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act, Public Law I 14· 
94; 49 USC § 5303(c), (e), {h), (i), O).(k), and (n) 

38 USC § 81 04(b)(2) 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public 
Law 92-500, 33 USC§ I 254(a)( 1}-(2), (bJ(2) , (b)(6), (b)(7), (n) 
( l), and (o)( 1) 

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, Public Law 
90-202, 29 USC§ 623(a)-(d) and 633a; 29 CFR 1625 .?(d); 
Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States, 433 U.S. 299 
( 1977) 

The Social Security Act, Public Law 74-271, as amended, 42 
USC§ 40 I (c) 
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Gender 

Gender asked since 1790. 

A QUESTION ABOUT THE GENDER 
OF EACH PERSON IS USED TO 
CREATE STATISTICS ABOUT 
MALES AND FEMALES AND TO 
PRESENT OTHER DATA, SUCH AS 
OCCUPATION, BY GENDER. 

Gender data are used in planning and funding 
government programs and in evaluating other 
government programs and pol icies to ensure they 
fairly and equitably serve the needs of males and 
fem ales. These sta tistics are also used to enforce laws, 
regulations, and policies against d iscrim ination in 
government programs and in society. 

GENDER DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing the gender of people in the community 
in combination with information about housing, 
voting, language, employment, and education, 
helps government and communities enfo~ce laws, 
regu lations . and policies against discrim inat ion on 
the basis of gender. For example, gender data are 
used to enforce laws against discrim ination based on 
gender in education programs and activities receiving 
federal fi nancial assistance (Tit le IX of the Educat ion 
Amendments of · 2). 

pie of different genders have the 
ucation, employment, vot ing, 

own r, hip, and ny other areas is of interest to 
. advocacy groups. and po licymakers . For 

• the Nationa l Science Foundation uses gender 
vide information on women in the science 

ng in ing workforce , and severa l agencies use 
~a to investigate wh ether women, including 

omen who are mil itary veterans, have simi lar 
mployment opportunit ies as men. 

U.S. Census Bure.1u Subjects Planned fo r the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 9 



Selected Statutory Uses of Gender Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Adm inistration for Chi ldren and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Communi ty Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Health Resources and Services Administration, Bureau 
of Clinician Recruitment and Service 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 
Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

U.S. Department of Justice, Civi l Rights Division 

U.S. Departmen t of Justice, Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Transportatio11 

U.S. Department of Vetera 

U.S. Equa l Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of Research, Information, and Planning 

U.S. Social Security Administration 

42 USC§ 8623(a)(2) and (4), § 8629(a)(l )-(3), and (6), 
§ 8629(b) 

42 use 300kk 

42 USC §§ 299a(a)(3),(6),(8), 2 99b-2 (a)( l ), and 2 99(c){ l )(B) 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Public Law l l l -
148. § l 0334; 42 USC 300kk 

42 use§ 254e; 42 CFR s.2 

0-284, 42 USC 3600-3620. 

ivil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352. 
2)(k); Wards Cove Packing Co. v. Atonio; 

) 

cation Amendments of 1972, 20 USC 

merica·s Surface Tr<insportation Act, Public Law l l 4-
' 9 USC§ 5303(c), (e), (h), (i), UJ,(k), and (n) 

38 USC§ 546 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act <Clean Water Act), Public 
Law 92-500, 33 USC§ I 254(a)(l)-(2), (b)(2), lb)(6), (b)(7). (11) 

(1 ), and (o)( l ) 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352;42 USC§ 2000e-
2(k)(l)(A); Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States. 433 U.S. 
299, 307-308 (1977) 

Civi l Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352; 42 USC§ 2000e-
2(k)(l )(A); Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States, 433 U.S. 
299, 307-308( 1977) 

The Social Security Act, Public Law 74-27 1, as amended, 42 
USC § 40 I (c) 
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Race/Ethnicity 
Race asked since 1790, ethnicity asked since 1970. 

A QUESTION ABOUT A PERSON'S 
RACE OR ETHNICITY IS USED TO 
CREATE DATA ABOUT RACE AND 
ETHNIC GROUPS. 

These data are required for federal and state programs 
and are critical factors in the basic research behind 
numerous policies. particularly for civi l rig hts . Race 
and ethnirny data are used in planning and funding 
government programs that provide funds or services 
for specific groups. These data are also used to 
evaluate government programs and policies to ensure 
they fairly and equitably serve the needs of all racial 

and ethnic groups and to monitor compliance wi lh 
antidiscrimination laws, regulations, and policies. States 

also use these data to meet legislative redistricting 
requirements. 

The U.S. Census Bureau collects race and ethnicity dat 
in accordance with the 1997 Office of Managemenl and 
Budget standards on race and ethnicity. The ~ 

on race and ethnicity are based on self-id 
generally reflect a social definition of r 
The categories are not an attempt to de 
ethnicity biologically, anthropolo · i'>itH or 

RACE AND ETHNIC 
COMMUNITIES: 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing the races and ethnicities of c mm unity 
members in combinat ion with information about 
housing, voting, language, employment, and 

educalion, helps government and communities enforce 
antidiscrimination laws, regulations, and poli cies. 
For example , race and ethnicity data are used in lhe 
following ways: 

• Establish and evaluate the guidelines for federal 
affirmative action plans under the Federal Equa l 
Opportunity Recruitment Program. 

• Monitor compliance with the Voting Rights Act and 
enforce bilingual requirements. 

• Monitor and enforce equal employment 
opportunities under the Civil Rights Act of l 964. 

• Identify segments of the population who may not 
be getting needed medical services under the Publ ic 

Health Service Act. 

• Allocate funds to school districts for bilingual 
services under the Bilingual Education Act. 

Understand Changes 

of different races and ethnicities 

I Science Foundation uses 
nd ethnicity to provide information on 

"""'-"ll'different racial and ethnic backgrounds in 
e and engineering workforce. Several federal 

race and ethnicity data to investigate 
ho sing or transportation improvements have 

1nte d d consequences for specific race and ethnic 
groups. Data on race and ethnicity are used w ith age 
nd language data to address language and cultural 
iversity needs in health care plans for the older 

population. 

Administer Programs for Specific Groups 

Knowing how many people are el igible to participate in 
certain programs helps communities, including tribal 
governments, ensure that programs are operating 

as intended. For example, the Ind ian Housing Block 
Grant program, Indian Community Development Block 
Grant program, and Indian Hea lth Service al l depend 
on accu rate estimates of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives. Data for the American Indian and Alaska 
Native population come from the question about a 
person's race or ethnicity. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Race/Ethnicity Data 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of th e Census 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Admin istration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Dep.artment of Heal th and Human Services, 
Indian Health Service 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban D 

U.S. Department of Hou sin 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civi l Rights Division 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Comm1ss1on, 
Office of Research, Information, and Planning 

1 3 USC § 1 4 I {c) 

52 USC§ I 0503 

Community Services Block Grant Act, Public Law I 05·285. 
42 USC §§ 9902(2). 9903, and 9908{b){l }(A), (b)( l I), and 
(c)( I ){A){i) 

Older Americans Act of 1965, Public Law 89·73, 42 USC § 
3018 

42 use 300kk 

Affordable Care Act, Public Law 1 l 1 · 
~'@lk. § 300kk 

15, 25 USC§ 13; Transfer 
, 42 USC § 2001 {a); Indian 

ovement Act, Public Law 94·43; 25 USC§ 

ez National Affordable Housing Act, Public 
USC 12705(b)(l)-(3); 24 CFR Part 91, 24 

-(c) 

inney·Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 USC 113 71-
11. ;24CFRPart91 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, 42 
use S306(a}( 1 ); 24 CFR § 1003.1o1 

Native American Housing Assistance and Self· 
Determination Act of 1996, Publi c Law 104·330, as 
amended, 25 USC§ 4 l 52(b); 24 CFR l 000.324-1000.330 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC§ 2000e·2 

Voting Rights Act of 1965. § 203, 52 USC§ I 0503; 28 CFR 
Part 55 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public 
Law 92·500, 3 3 USC § 12 54{a){ I )-(2), (b)(2), fb)(6), (b)(7), {n) 
(l ), and {o}( 1) 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352, 42 USC§ 2000e· 
2(k)( I )(A); Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States, 4 3 3 U.S. 
299, 307-308(197n 
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Relationship 
Relationship asked since l 880. 

A QUESTION ABOUT THE 
RELATIONSHIP OF EACH PERSON 
IN A HOUSEHOLD TO ONE 
CENTRAL PERSON IS USED TO 
CREATE ESTIMATES ABOUT 
FAMILIES, HOUSEHOLDS, AND 
OTHER GROUPS, AND TO 
PRESENT OTHER DATA AT A 
HOUSEHOLD LEVEL. 

Relationship data are used in planning and funding 
government programs that provide fu nds or services 
for fami lies, people l iving or raising chi ldren alone, 
grandparents living with grandchildren, or other 
households that qualify for additiona l assistance. 

RELATIONSHIP DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Knowing about the different types of hous 
in a community (single people , couples, 

combined income of all peo 
communities understand whet 
for residents. 

When housing is not sufficient or not affordable, 
relationsh ip data can help communiti es enroll eligib le 
households in programs designed to assist them, 
and can help communities qualify for gran ts from 
the Community Development Block Grant, HOME 
Investment Partnership Program, Emergency Solutions 
Grant, Housing Opportuni ties for Pe rsons With AIDS, 
and other programs. 

Provide Assistance to Families 

Knowing more about families, such as the ages of 
chi ld ren, household income, health insurance status, 

and povertyi tat s,can ~el p commu ~i t ies enroll eligible 
fami lies in pro . ms des igned to assist them, such as 
Head Start;1P t e Chi ldren's Heal th Insurance Program, 
and can h(lp co nities qualify for grants to fund 
these grams. Re nship data are also used to 

that rograms Temporary Assis tance for 
Cly Fa 1 • s are making a difference for fami lies. 

bout l iving arrangements and how they are 
n n including whether older residents are staying 

their homes as they age, whether young people are 
livi ng wi th parents or moving in with roommates, and 

hich kinds of households include young children, 
can help communit ies plan future programs and 
services for residents. For example, the Social Security 
Administration estimates future program needs based 
on the current re lationsh ips of working people. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Relationship Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Health Statistics 

U.S. Department of Energy 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Servi 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Servic 

U.S. Department of Heal th and Human 
Office of the Assistant Secretarv..;,,.,,..+c.J;i 
Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Hous in 

42 use§ 242k(b). (h). and (IJ 

Energy Conservation and Production Act, Public Law 
94-385, as amended, 42 USC§ 6861, 6864; 1 O CFR 
440.10 

Fixing America's Surface Transponation Act, Public Law 
114-94; 49 USC§ 5303(c), (e). (h), (i ), (j),(k). and (n} 

20 use§§ 6333, 6334(al<1 ), G335(a), 6337(b)(1 )(Al 

(3) and (5)-(6), 8629 (b), and 8622 

Prot tion and Affordable Care Act, Public Law 
-148, § 10334; 42 USC 300kk 

SC § l 397ii {b)(2)(A)-(C) 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 USC 11 371-
11376; 24 CFR Part 91 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as 
amended, Public Law 93-383, 42 USC 5301, 5302, and 
5305; 24 CFR 9 l.205(a)-(c ), 9 l.30S(a)-(c), 5 70.208(a)( I), 
570.483(b)(1), 570.704(a)-(c), 570.707(a)-(c), and 570.901 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act, Public 
Law 101-625, 42 USC 12705(b){l)-(3); 24 CFR Part 91; 24 
CFR 91.205(a)-(c) 

U.S. Social Security Administration The Social Security Acl. Public Law 74-27 1, as amended. 
42 USC § 40 I (c) 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2008, Public Law 
I I 0-389, Title Ill-Labor and education Matters, Subtitle C
Vocational Rehabil itation Matters, § 334, 38 USC § 3 I 22 
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Tenure (Owner/Renter) 

Tenure asked since 1890. 

A QUESTION ABOUT WHETHER A 
HOME IS OWNED OR RENTED IS 
USED TO CREATE DATA ABOUT 
TENURE, RENTERS, AND HOME 
OWNERSHIP. 

Tenure is the most basic characteristic to asses 
housing inventory. Tenure data are used in government 
programs that analyze whether adequate housing is 
affordable for residents. Tenure data are also used to 
provide and fund housing ass istance programs. These 
statisti cs are also used to enforce laws, regu lations, 
and pol icies against discrimination in private-market 
housing. government programs. and in society. 

TENURE DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Knowing the different types of households in 
a commun ity (sing le people. couples. families 

ownersl1ip helps communit ies unclersta 
available housing meets the needs of r 
about owners and renters, in combinatio 
costs and the combined incom 41 
household, help cornmuniti 
housing is affordable for re · 

When housing is not sufficient 
about owners and renters can hel unities enroll 
el igible households in programs des1 ned to assist 
them, and can help communities qualify for grants 
from the Community Development Block Grant, HOME 
Investment Partnership Program, Emergency Solutions 
Grant, Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS. 
and other programs . 

Plan Community Development 

Knowing how the balance of rented homes, mortgaged 
homes, and owned homes changes over time can help 
commun ities understand changes in local hous ing 
markets; identify opportunities to improve tax , 
ass istance, and zon ing pol icies; and to reduce tax 
revenue losses from vacant or abandoned properties. 
Tenure is also used in formulas that communities use 
to determine housing assistance funding (Fair Market 
Rents). 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

teristic s of people who rent and 

ether o lder residents are staying in homes 
e r moving into rented homes; and whether 

op le are staying with parents, ren ti ng with 
roommates, or buying homes, can help governments 
nd commun ities distribute funds appropriately 
etween home ownership and rental housing programs 

and services for residents. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Tenure Data 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 42 use§§ 1472. 1474, 1485, 1486, 1490, 1490a, 14901. 
I 490m, 1490p-2, I 490r; 7 CFR 1940.563- 564. 1940.575. 
3560. l l, and 3560. l 52(a)(2) 

U.S. Department of HoL1sing and Urban Development McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 USC § 

11 371-1 1376; 24 CFR Part 91 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, Public 

Law 93-383, as amended, 42 USC § 1439 (d)( I )(A)(i); 24 
CrR 791.402 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development United States Housing Act of 1937, Public Law 93-383, as 

amended, 42 USC§ I 437f(c){ l ); 24 CFR 888 .1 13; 24 CFR 
982.40 I 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Cranston-Gonzalez 

Law 101-625, 42 J 
CFR 9 l .205(a) 

nal Affordable Housing Act, Public 
12705(b)( l )- (3); 24 CFR Part 91, 24 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 504, Public Law 93-112, 29 
UR§ 8.23(a) 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 12 USC 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Reform Act of 1986, Public Law 99-5 14, 26 USC § 
42(d)(S){B)(ii){I), (iii)(I), (iv), and(g); 1 5 U.S.C § 63 I 

Voting Rights Act of 1965; 52 USC§ 10301; 28 CFR 
Part 5 I; LU LAC v. Perry, 548 U.S. 399 (2006); Johnson v. 
DeGrandy, 512 U.S. 997 (1994); Thornburg V. Gingles, 478 
U.S. 30 ( 1986) 

49 USC§ 5303; 49 CFR Part 613 

Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act, Public Law 
I 14·94; 49 USC§ 5303(c), (e), (h). (i), (j),(k). and (n) 

49 USC§§ 6302(b)(3)(B). 6302(c), 6304(a), 6309(a) 
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Subjects Planned for the Americ 
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Acreage and Agricultural Sales 
Acreage asked since 1960, agricu ltu ra l sales asked since I 960. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
ACREAGE ASSOCIATED WITH 
HOUSES, MOBILE HOMES, AND 
AGRICULTURAL SALES ARE 
USED TO CREATE DATA ABOUT 
AGRICULTURAL PROPERTIES AND 
TO BETTER UNDERSTAND HOME 
VALUE STATISTICS. 

These data are used in plann ing government programs 
designed to benefit the farm popu lation and identifying 
or excluding agricultural areas for many other programs. 

ACREAGE AND AGRICULTURAL SALES 
DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Equitable Housing Assistance 

Knowing which homes might qualify for farm subsidi , 
and which homes qual ify fo r housing subs idies. is 
important to ensure that funds are fairly alloc ted 
For example, the histori cal defin ition of Fai t 
Rents, used to allocate housing assistan 
excluded units on acreage of more than 
el iminate th ose units that might benefit fr 
subsidies and therefore have low ... <-tt""'n 

Understanding which kinds j> 
for certain programs helps ~c: 
residents and determine whet 
eligible for funds based on its farr 

Support Agricultural Programs 

Knowing which areas of a community are agricultural 
helps communities ensure eligible insti tu tions receive 
funding for cooperative agricultural extension work 
and agricu ltural research. This funding is distributed to 
el igible inst itutions based on a legis latively determined 
formula that uses these data. 

Plan Community Development 

Knowing the size and agricu ltural nature of areas of 
each community can he lp communities understand 
changes in local housing markets; identify opportunities 
to improve tax 1stance, and zoning policies; and 

e ue losses from vacant or abandoned 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Acreage and Agricultural Sales Data 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Tax Reform Act of 1986, Public Law 99-5 14, 26 USC§ 
42(d)(S)(B)(iii)(I); l 5 USC§ 63 1 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development United States Housing Act of 1937, Publ ic Law 93 -383, as 

amended, 42 USC § 1437f(c)(l ); 2 4 CFR 888. l l 3. 2 4 CFR 
982.401 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Federal Reserve Board 

U.S. Federal Reserve Board 

Air Pollution Control Act (Clean Air Act), Publ ic Law 
84-159. 42 USC§ 7403(a)( l ), (b)(6), (b){?) , (e), and (g) 

Public Law 95-128, I 2 USC§ 290 1 et seq.; 12 CFR 228.12 

SC§ 2809{a);l 2 CFR 203 
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Ancestry 

Ancestry asked since 1980. 

A QUESTION ABOUT A PERSON'S 
ANCESTRY OR ETHNIC ORIGIN 
IS USED TO CREATE STATISTICS 
ABOUT ANCESTRY GROUPS IN 
AMERICA. 

Ancestry data are used in planning and evaluating 
government programs and pol icies to ensure they fairly 
and equitably serve the needs of all groups. These 
statistics are also used to enforce laws, regulations, 
and pol icies against discr imina t ion in society. 

ANCESTRY DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing the ethnic groups in a community in 
combination with information about housing, 
voting, language, emp loyment , and education, 
helps government and communities enforce laws, 
regu lation s, and pol icies against discrimination 
based on national origin. For examp le. ancestry data 
are used to enforce nondiscrimination in education 
(including monitoring desegregation); to enforce 
nondiscrimination in employment by federa l agencies, 

employment agencies, and labor 
a to enforce laws, regulations, and 
iscriminat ion in federa l f inancial 

ts Act of l 964 ). 

ame opportunities in education, employment, 
voting, 11e ownership, and many other areas is 
f..' Heres t researchers, advocacy groups, and 

P. rs. For example, ancestry data are used 
1th age and language data, to address language and 

cultural diversity needs in health care plans for the older 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Ancestry Data 

U.S. Department of Health and fiuman Services, 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevent ion, 
National Center for Hea lth Statistics 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Departmen t of Justice, 

Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of General Counse l 

U.S. Equal Employrnenl Opportunity Commission, 
Office of Research, Information, and Planning 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Se r 
Administration for Children and Fam iii 

U.S. Department of Health a 

Office for Civi l Rights 

42 use§ 242k(b). (h), and (I) 

Title VI of Civi l Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC § 

2000d-2000d-7: 28 CFR 42.101-42.112; 28 CFR 42.401-
42.415; 28 CFR 50.3; 67 Feel. Reg. 41,555 (June 18, 2002); 
Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563 ( 1974) 

Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, 20 USC§ 170 I 
et seq .; Castaneda v. Pickard, 648 F.2d 989 (1981) 

Civi l Rights Act of 1964, 42 use § 2oooc et seq. 

Civi l Rights Act of I , Publi c Law 88-352; 42 USC§ 
2000e-2(k)( l )(A);nat'3.el'wood School Dist. v. United States. 
433 U.S. 299, 3 77) 

Law 88-352: 42 USC§ 
hool Dist. v. United States, 

lluti on Conu ol Act (Clean Water Act), Public 
§I 254{a)( l )-(2), (b)(2), (b)(6), (b)(7), (n) 

unity Services Block Grant Act. Public Law 105-285, § 
, 674, and 681A, 42 USC§ 9902 (2). 9903, and 9908 
• (b)( 1 I), and (c)( lJ<A)(i) 

Snyder Act,Nov. 2, 192l,c.115;25USC§ 13;TransferAct. 
Aug . 5, 1954, c. 658, § 2, 42 USC§ 2001 (a); 42 C. F.R. § 
I 36. I 2(a) 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 USC § 2000d; 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act§ I 557, 42 USC§ 

18116 
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Com1nuting (Journey to Work) 

Journey to work asked since 1 960. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHERE 
PEOPLE WORK, HOW THEY GET 
THERE, WHEN THEY LEAVE, 
AND HOW LONG IT TAKES ARE 
USED TO CREATE DATA ABOUT 
COMMUTING OR A PERSON'S 
JOURNEY TO WORK. 

Journey to work darn are used in plann ing and funding 
for improvements to road and highway infrastructure. 
develop ing transportation plans and serv ices, and 
understanding where people are t raveling in the cou rse 
of a normal day. These data are also used to evaluate 
transportation plans to ensure they fairly and equitab ly 
serve the needs of all groups. 

COMMUTING DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

planners create mass t ransportation an 
t ranspor tation plans that are compliant w 
transportation, environmental , 
regulations. 

Local agencies and organi zat ions use these statistics to 
plan t ransportation prog rams and se rvices that meet 
the diverse needs of local popu lations, including the 
d isabled populat ion, bicycle commuters, carpool and 
ride-shares, and many other groups. Commuting data 
are also used to forecast futu re use of new or updated 
transportation systems. 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing where people could reasonably commute 
from in order to work in a certain area is used by 
communities and bus inesses for em ployment plann ing, 
and by commun· sand govern ments to enforce 
laws, regulati , and policies against employment 

1, markets and labor force participation, and 
mergency response programs. 

U.S . Ce nsus Bureau Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 2 3 



Selected Statutory Uses of Commuting (Journey to Work) Data 

U.S. Department of Energy 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Fami lies 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Health Resources and Services Administration, 
National Center for Healthcare Workforce Analysis 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civi l Rights Division 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transp 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of Federal Opera lions 

Energy Policy Act of 1992. Public Law 102-486. 42 USC § 
13385 

Community Services Block Grant Act, Public Law I 05-285. 
42 USC § 9902 (2), 9903, and 9908 (bJ{ 1 ){A) , (b)(l 1 ), and (c) 
(I )(A)(i) 

2003 Medicare Modernization Act, 42 USC§ 1395ww(d)(l 3) 

Public Health Service Act,§§ 761 (b)(2){A), 792(a), 792(b)(2}, 
and 806(f}(l), 42 USC§§ 294n, 295k, and 296e 

Act of 1964, 42 USC § 2000e(2) 
Co. v. Atonio, 490 U.S. 642 ( 1989) 

§ 340 I and 3416; Senate 

eric s Surface Transportation Act, Public Law 1 14· 
USC§ 5304; 49 CFR Part 613, Subpart B 

America's Surface Transportat ion Act, Public Law 1 14· 
94; 49 USC§ 5303(c.), (e) , (h), (i), Q),(k) , and (n) 

49 USC§§ 6302(b)(3){B), 6303(c ). 6304(a). 6309 {a) 

Federal Water Pollution Contro l Act (Clean Water Act). Public 
Law 92-500, 3 3 USC § § I 2 54{a)(1 )-(2), {b)(2), {b)(6}, (b)(7), 
(n)(I), {o)(l) 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Public Law 93· l 12; 29 USC§ 
791 (b); 29 CFR 1614.602 
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Computer and Internet Use 

Computer and Internet use asked since 2013. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
COMPUTERS AND DEVICES 
THAT PEOPLE USE, WHETHER 
PEOPLE ACCESS THE INTERNET, 
AND HOW PEOPLE ACCESS THE 
INTERNET ARE USED TO CREATE 
DATA ABOUT COMPUTER AND 
INTERNET USE. 

These statistics were first re leased to the publ ic in 
September 20 14. The questions were added as a 
requirement of the Broadband Data Improvement 
Act of 2008. They help federa l agencies measure the 
nationwide development of broadband access and 
decrease barriers to broadband access. 

COMPUTER AND INTERNET USE DATA 
HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Ensure Residents Can Communicate 

State and local agencies can use these statistics to 
evaluate access to broadband in their communities. 
They can measure access to information on the 
Internet, including access for schools, libraries, rura l 
health care providers, and other public services . 
Communities ensure their residents are connected 
to assistance programs, emergency services, and 
important in formation . These stati stics may also be 
useful to unders d whether to use Internet or more 

ch methods for distributing important 
fety information. 

ese data to evaluate the extent 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Computer and Internet Use Data 

U.S. Federal Communications Commission Broadband Data Improvement Act of 2008, Public Law 110-
385, 47 use§ t 303Cd) 

U.S. Department of Commerce, ' Broadband Data Improvement Act of 2008. Public Law 110-
National Te lecommun ications and Information 385, 47 USC§ I 303(d) 
Administration 

U.S. Department of Transportation Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act, Public Law 114-
94; 49 USC§ 5304; 49 CFR Part 613, Subpart B 
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Disability 

Disability asked since 1830. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT A PERSON'S 
DIFFICULTY WITH SPECIFIC DAILY 
TASKS ARE USED TO CREATE 
STATISTICS ABOUT DISABILITY. 

Disability data are used in planning and funding 
government programs that provide funds or services 
for populations with disabilities. In addit ion, these data 
are used in evaluating other government programs 
and policies to ensure that they fa irly and equitably 
serve the needs of all groups. These statistics are also 
used to enfo rce laws. regulations . and policies against 
discrimination. 

DISABILITY DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Knowing the different types of d isabled households i 

Partnership Program, Ernerg 
Housing Opportunities for 
programs. 

Provide Health Care to Chil 
Families 

Knowing the disabil ity status of people in fami lies 
in combination with other in formation, such as 
household income, health insurance status, and 
poverty status , can help com munities enroll eligible 
families in programs designed to assist them. For 
example, disability data are used to target efforts to 
enroll eligible people in Marketplace, Medicaid, and the 
Children's Heal th Insurance Program (CHIP). Disability 
data are also used to ensure that Marketplace, 
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP programs are adequately 
serving these fami li es. 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing th e d isability status of people in the 
community in combination w ith info rmation about 
housing, voting, employment, and education, 
helps governments and communities enforce laws, 
regulations, and poli cies against discrimination based 
on disability status . For example, disability data are 
used to evaluate whether the re are health care or public 
health program disparities based on disability status 
(Developmental Disabil ities Ass istance and Bill of Righ ts 
Act of 2 000). 

nee to People With 

Income Home Energy Assistance Program). 

nowing whether people wi th disabilities have the 
ame opportunities in education, employment, voting, 

home ownership, and many other areas is of interest 
to researche rs , advocacy groups, and policymakers. 
Communities also need to understand changes in the 
needs and geographic concentrations of people with 
di sabil it ies to ensure that they can meet the community's 
needs during weather events, disasters, and public 
health emergencies. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Disability Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Health Statistics 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Departmen t of Health and Human Services, 

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Health Resources and Services Ad m inistration 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Servi 

Indian Health Service 

U.S. Department of Health and H 
Office for Civil Rights 

42 USC§ 242k(b), (h), and (I) 

Public Health Service Act, § 301, 42 USC 241; Public Health 
Service Act,§ 3101, 42 USC 300kk 

42 USC 300kk 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 
of 2000, Public Law 106-402, § 124(c)(S); 42 USC 1 5024 

Older Americans Act 1965; Public Law 89-73; 42 USC§ 

3013, 3024, 303 '3032 

dable Care Act, Public Law 1 11-

Act. ov. 2, 1921 , c. I I 5; 25 USC§ 13; Transfer 
ug. 5, 1954, c. 658, § 2, 42 USC§ 2001 (a); Indian 
care Improvement Act, Public Law 94-43, 25 USC§ 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504, Public Law 93-112; 
Americans With Disabilities Act Titles II and Ill, as amended 
by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, Public Law 110-325, 
42 USC 126 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 USC I 1371-

11376; 24 CFR Part 91 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act, Public 
Law 101-625, 42 USC I 2705(b)(l)-{3); 24 CFR Part 91; 24 
CFR 91.205(a)-(c) 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504, Public Law 93-1 12, 29 
USC 794; 24 CFR §8.22(b); 24 CFR §8.23(a) 

38 USC§ 546 

38 USC§ 810'1(b)(2) 
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Fertility 

Fertility asked since 1890. 

A QUESTION ABOUT WHETHER 
A WOMAN HAD A BABY IN THE 
LAST YEAR IS USED TO CREATE 
STATISTICS ABOUT FERTILITY. 

Fertility data are used in planning government 
programs and adjusting other important data, such as 
the size of the population eligible for different services, 
as new people are born. These stat ist ics can also be 
used to project the future size of the popu lation and to 

understand more about growing families. 

FERTILITY DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Health Care to Children and 
Families 

Knowing the numbers of women wi th a recent birth 
in combination with other information, such as 

Understand Changing Households 

Knowi ng th e characteristics of women who are giving 
birth , includ ing where in the country they l ive, is 
important to understand the relationships among 
different development patterns, including housing and 
t rave l information and public health and pollution. 

Though local vi tal statis tics offices typically have 
a count of births per year, fertili ty data are able to 
provide federal program planners, policymakers, and 
researchers with additional stati stics about the age, 
education, and employment of paren ts in households 
welcoming ch ildr 
abou t the horn 
(income. la 

, and other important in formation 
ge, size, etc. ) and households 

e spoken, etc.) for a more complete 

can use these statistics 
r information abou t 

s. such as education and income, to 

1d future needs for the local education 

marital sta tus , labor force status , household i ncome,-...~......_· 

health ins urance status , and poverty status , can help 
communities understand changes in the dem for 
hea lth care . For example, knowing how 111 y"'A 

Indian babies are born can help commu 
and the federa l governm ent estimate t 
health care through the Indian Health Ser 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Fertility Data 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public 
Law 92-500, 33 USC§ l 254(a)(l)-(2), (b)(2), (b)(6), (b)(7) , (n)(l), 
and (o)(l) 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Snyder Act, Nov. 2, 1921, c. 115, 25 USC§ 13; Tran sfer Act, 
Indian Health Service Aug. 5, 1954, c. 658, § 2, 42 USC § 2001 (al: Indian Healthcare 

Improvement Act. Public Law 94-43, 25 USC§ 1602 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Snyder Act, Nov. 2, 1921, c. 115, 25 USC§ 13; Transfer Act, 

Indian Health Service Aug. 5, 1954. c. 658. § 2, 42 USC§ 2001 (a); Indian Healthcare 
lmprovemem Act, Public Law 94-43, 25 USC§ 1602 

----- -
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Grandparent Caregivers 

Grandparent caregivers asked since 2000. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER 
A PERSON IS THE PRIMARY 
CAREGIVER FOR HIS/HER 
GRANDCHILDREN AND HOW LONG 
HE/SHE HAS CARED FOR HIS/ 
HER GRANDCHILDREN, ARE USED 
TO CREATE STATISTICS ABOUT 
GRANDPARENT CAREGIVERS. 

Grandparent caregiver data help federal agencies 
understand the special provisions needed for federal 
programs designed to assist families, as older 
Americans are often in different financial, housing, and 
health circumstan ces than those of other ages. These 
data are also used to measure the effects of policies 
and programs that focus on the well-bei ng of fami lies, 
including tax policies and financial assistance program 

GRANDPARENT CAREGIVER DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Assistance to Families 

Knowing more about fami lies, particularly those where 
grandparents care for grandchildren, along with data 
about the ages of ch i ldren . household income, di sabi lity, 
and poverty status can help communities enroll el igible 
fami li es in programs designed to assist them, such as 
th e Children's Health Insurance Program, and can help 
commun it ies qualify for grants to fund these programs. 
These data are also used to eva luate programs li ke 
Temporary Assis ce for Needy Families. 

~De.{S.:ttand Changing Households 

<nowing more about how often grandparents are 
esponsible for the basic care for grandch ildren and how 
ng th ey have been responsible in combination wi th 

information about age, presence of chi ldren, income, 
etc. , can help comm unities understand if avai lable 
hous ing and services are meeting residents' needs. 

U.S. Census Bureau Subjects Pla nned for the 2020 Census and American Community SLirvey 3 I 



------------------------------------------ - --
Selected Statutory Uses of Grandparent Caregivers Data 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 1 3 USC § 141 note 
Bureau of the Census 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Serv ices, I 3 USC § 14 I note 
Administration for Chi ldren and Fami li es 
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Health Insurance 
Health insuran ce asked since 2008. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
SOURCES OF A PERSON'S 
HEALTH INSURANCE ARE USED 
TO CREATE STATISTICS ABOUT 
THE PERCENTAGE OF PEOPLE 
COVERED BY HEALTH INSURANCE 
AND THE SOURCES OF HEALTH 
INSURANCE. 

Health insurance data are used in planning government 
programs, determining eligibi lity crite ri a, and 
encouraging eligible people to participate in health 
insurance programs. 

HEALTH INSURANCE DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Assistance to Children and 
Families 

Provide Health Care for Veterans 

Knowing the number and characteristics of veterans 
eli gible to use Department of Veterans Affairs health 
care, compared to those currently us ing services, can 
help communi ti es and the fede ral government estimate 
the future demand for health care services and fac ili t ies 
for veteran s. 

Provide Health Care for American Indians 

Knowing th e health insurance coverage of American 
Ind ians can help commun ities, tribes, and th e federal 
government estimate the demand for health care 
through the In 

ore about changes in health insurance 
s and the characteristics of people who 

not have health insurance is also of interest 
o researchers, advocacy groups. and policymakers. 
or example, State Counci ls on Developmental 
isabilities use health insurance coverage data in their 

comprehensive reviews and ana lyses of the unmet 
needs of people with developmental disabilities . 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Health Insurance Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
National Center for Health Statistics 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Departm ent of Health and Human Services, 
Indian Health Service 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office for Civi l Rights 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Plann ing 
and Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

42 USC§§ 299a(a)(3), (6), (8), 299b· 2(a)(I). and 299(c)( l )(B) 

42 USC§ 242k(b), (h). and (I) 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, Public Law 1 l l · 
148, §10334; 42 USC 300kk 

Snyder Act, Nov. 2, 1921, c. 115, 25 USC§ 13; Transfer 
Act, Aug. 5, 1954, c. 658, § 2, 42 USC§ 2001 (a); 42 CFR § 
l 36. l 2(a) 

Americans With Disa ci 

by the ADA Amen 
USC, Chapter 1 

42 USC§ l 

§ 504; Public Law 93-112; 
es Act, Titles II and Ill, as amended 

ct of 2008, Public Law 1I0-325, 42 
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I Ion1e I I eating Fuel 

Home heating fuel asked since 1940. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT HOME 
HEATING FUEL ARE USED TO 
CREATE DATA ABOUT HOME 
ENERGY USE. 

These data are used in government programs that 
ana lyze community air quality and energy needs. 
Federal agencies use these stat isti cs to forecast 
future energy demand, analyze the fuels available to 
community residents , and plan and fund programs .that 
help low-income residents afford to heat th eir homes. 

HOME HEATING FUEL DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Assistance With Utilities 

Knowing which fue l is used to heat homes in 
combination with the co st of those fuels and th e 
characteristics of the low-income households that 
need assistance w ith their utilities, he lps co R1 nities 
enro ll eligib le households in assistance pr ·ke 
the Low Income Horne Energy Assis tan 
qualify for grants to fund assistance. 
also used to eva luate whether these 
el igible households. 

Estimate Future Energy Demand 

Knowing the current users of certain heating systems 
and the kinds of systems used in new homes helps 
cornrnunities predict future demand for fuels and the 
future cos ts of systems in use in a community. For 
example, th e Department of Energy uses these data to 

project demand over the next 30 years. assess ing the 
energy needs of the U.S. economy in a domestic and 
international context. 

Measure Environmental Impacts 

Communities with older heating systems may have 
lower air qualit times when they are in high 

t ng fuel data are used to develop an 
tional aggregate emissions of each 

research and report on the 
sh ips among rent development patterns 

using and avel information) and public 
ollution (Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act). 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Home Heating Fuel Data 

U.S. Department of Energy 

U.S. Departmen t of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration fo r Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Famil ies 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Energy Policy Act of 1992. Public Law I 02-486, Energy Policy 
Act of 1992, Public Law 102-486, 42 USC§ 13385 

42 USC § 8629(a) and (b) 

42 USC § 8623(a)(2) and (4), § 8629(a)(l )-(3) and (6), § 
8629(b) 

42 USC§ 8623(a)(2) and (4) and§ 8622(11) 

Air Act), Public Law 84-159, 
)(6) 

rol Act (Clean Air Act), Public Law 84 - 159. 
), (b)(6), (b)(7), (e). and (g) 

ter P ution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public 
500, 33 USC§ 1254 (a)(2}, (b)(6), and (s) 

Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public 
Law 92-500, 3 3 USC § l 2 54(a)( l )-(2), (b)(2) . (b)(6), (b)(7), (n) 

(1 ), and (o)( l ) 
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Home Value and Rent 
Home value asked since 1940, rent asked since 1940. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MONTHLY 
RENT AMOUNT OR HOW MUCH 
THE HOME AND PROPERTY ARE 
WORTH ARE USED TO PRODUCE 
STATISTICS ABOUT RENT AND 
HOME VALUE. 

These data are used in government programs that 
analyze whether adequate housing is affordable fo r 
residents and provide and fund housing assistance 
programs . These statistics are also used to enforce 
laws. reg ulations. and policies designed to elimi nate 
di scrimination in private-market housing, government 
prog rams, and in society. 

HOME VALUE AND RENT DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Knowing the different types of households in 

When housing is not sufficient or not affordable, 
housing cost data can help communities enroll eligible 
households in programs designed to assist them 
and can help communities qualify for grants from 
the Community Development Block Grant. HOME 
Investment Partnership Program, Emergency Solu tions 
Grants , Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS , 
and other programs. 

Plan Community Development 

Knowin g how the balance of rented homes, mortgaged 
homes, and owned homes changes over time can help 

stand changes in local housing 
, tify opportunities to improve tax, 

. ...,,..,Ul..L.,,ning polici es . 

rt unity 

Understand Changing Households 
room mates. etc.) helps comm unities ur 
whether avai lable housing meets the n ••••11 nowing whether olde r residents are staying in their 

When rental housing is not affo ata are 
used to iden tify rental distribution sing unit s (the 
standard cost of d ifferent types of ho sing in diffe rent 
areas of the country) and to determ ine Fair Market 
Rents, which the Departmen t of Housing and Urban 
Deve lopment uses to determine the amount of tenant 
subsidie s in housing as sistance programs. 

homes as they age. whether young people are staying 
with parents or moving in with roommates. and wh ich 
kinds of households include young children can help 
communities plan programs and services for residents. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Home Value and Rent Data 

U.S. Department of Agricu lture 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administra tion for Child ren and Famil ies 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quali ty 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

U.S. Department of Hous ing and Urban Development 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel 

U.S. Department of Housin 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Envi ronmental Protection Agency 

42 USC 1485, 1486, 1490a, 14901, 1490m, l490p-2, 
l 490r; 7 CFR 1940.560- 1940.567, 1940.575; 7 CFR 
3550. I 0, 3560. l l, 3560. I 52(a)(2). 3560.254(c) 

Community Services Block Grant Act, Public Law 105-285. 
42 USC§ 9902 (2), 9903, and 9908 (b)( l)(A), (b)( l l). and 
(c)( I )(A)(i} 

42 USC §§ 9902 (2), 9908(b)( 1 )(A), and 9914 (a} and (c) 

42 USC§§ 299a(a)(3),(6),(8), 299b-2(a)(I ), and 299(c)(I }(B) 

) 
ic Law 74-27 I. § I 848e{ I ){A). 42 

I Affordable Housing Act, Public 
)(1 )-(3J: 24 CFR Part 9 I, 24 

Amen an Housing Ass istance and Self
rmination Act of 1996, Public Law I 04-330. as 

ed, 25 USC§ 4 I 52(b): 24 CFR I 000.324-1000.330 

ed States Housing Act of 1937, Public Law 93-383. as 
amended; 42 USC§ 1437f(c)(I ); 24 CFR 888.113, 24 crR 
982.401 

Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008. Pub li c Law 
I I 0-289, Federal Housing Enterprises Financial Safety and 
Soundness Act of 1992, § 1338, 12 USC§ 4568 

49 USC§§ 6302(b)(3)(B), 6303(c ). 6304(a}. and 6309 (a) 

Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act. Public Law 
11 4-94; 49 USC§ 5303(c), (e), (h), (i), Q},(k), and (n) 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), 
Public Law 92-500. 33 USC§ I 254(a)(I )-(2). (b)(2). (b)(6), 
(b)(7), (n)(l ). and (o)( I} 

------
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Income 
Income asked since l 940. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FUNDS A 
PERSON RECEIVES FROM VARIOUS 
SOURCES ARE USED TO CREATE 
STATISTICS ABOUT INCOME, 
ASSISTANCE, EARNINGS, AND 
POVERTY STATUS. 

Income data are used in planning and fund ing 
government programs that provide economic 
assistance for populations in need and measure the 
economic well-bei ng of the nation. Income and poverty 
estimates are often part of allocation form ulas that 
determine how food . health care. j ob training , housing, 
and other assistance are d istrib uted. 

INCOME DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Provide Assistance to Olde 

Knowing how many older people in a com munity 
are living in poverty in combination w ith other 
information, such as age and disability status of other 
fami ly members, can help com muniti es ensure these 
residents recei ve appropriate assistance, such as 
financial assistance with uti l ities (Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program). 

Provide Assistance to Children and Families 

Knowing household income in combination with other 
information, such as the number and age of children 
in famil ies, health insurance status, and poverty 
status . can help communities enroll eligible families 
in programs designed to assist them. For example, 
income data are used to identify eligibi l ity and provide 
funding in programs l ike Medicaid, the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program, and Head Star t. 

Educate Children and Adults 

Knowing how many child ren and adu l ts depend 
on services th '}> 1 schools helps school distri cts 
make long-t l"nt building, staffing, and funding 

Id income and fa mily composition 
tus, which is used along with 

nroll rnent, i "> ation on disabil ity status, 
angu spoken a ome, to help schools 
st the needs of their students and qualify 
r s that help fund programs for students wi th 

dditional serv ices or assis tance, includ ing 
price school lunches (Elementary and 

Education Act of 1965). 

Ian Community Development 

newing more about the financial situation of 
reside nts, including incom e. employmen t, and housing 
costs, can help communities qual ify for loan and grant 
programs designed to stimulate economic recovery, 
improve housing, run j ob-train ing programs, and define 
areas as empowerment or enterpri se zones. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Income Data 

U.S. Department of Agri cu lture 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

U.S. Department of Agricu lture 

U.S. Department of Agricul ture 

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Department of Heal th and Human Services, 
Admini stration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Cen ter for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

U.S. Department of Housl 

National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act, Public Law 95- 11 3, Title XIV; Act of May 8, 
1914, ch. 79, 7 USC§ 3 175; 7 USC§ 343(d) 

Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, 42 USC § 
1759a(g) 

7 use§ 202oce)(l); 7 CFR 272.4(b)(6) 

42 USC § 1766(f)(3)(A)(ii)(l)(aa) and 1766(f)(3)(E)(i); 7 CFR 
226. 1 5(f) 

20 USC§ 6333, 6334(a)(l), 6335(a), 6337(b)(l)(A) 

ervice Act, § 30 1, 42 USC 241; Public 
t, § 310 1, 42 USC 300kk 

nney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 USC 113 7 1-
6; 24 CFR Part 91 

ive American Housing Assistance and Self
Determination Act of 1996, Public Law 104-330, as 
amended. 25 USC§ 4152(b); 24 CFR 1000.324- 1000.330 

Housing and Community Deve lopment Act of 1974. 42 
USC 5306(a)(I); 24 CFR §1003. 101 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, Public 
Law 93-383, as amended, 42 use § 1439 (d)( I )(AJ(i); 24 
CFR 791.402 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Housing and Community Development Act of 1 974 as 
amended: Public Law 93-383. as amended, 42 USC 530 I. 
5302, and 5305; 24 crn 9 I .205(al- (c). 9 I .305(al-(c). 
570.208(a)(l), 570.483(b)(I), 570.704(a)-(cJ. 5/0.707Ca)
(c), 570.901 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Tax Reform Act of 1986. Publ ic Law 99-5 14, 26 USC § 
42(d)(5)(B)(ii)(I), (iii)(!), (iv), and(g); 1 S U.S.C § 63 I 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Cranston-Gon zalez National Affordable Housing Act, Public 
Law 10 1-625, 42 USC 12705(b)(l)- (3); 24 CFR Part 91, 24 
CFR 9 I .205(a)-(c) 

- - --------------------------- -------- -- --
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Industry, Occupation , and Class of Worker 

Industry asked since 1820, 1 occupa ti on asked since 1850, class o f worke r asked since 19 10. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT A PERSON'S 
EMPLOYER, THE KIND OF 
BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY OF 
THAT EMPLOYER, THE KIND 
OF WORK A PERSON DOES, 
AND THAT PERSON'S MOST 
IMPORTANT ACTIVITIES ARE 
USED TO PRODUCE INDUSTRY, 
OCCUPATION, AND CLASS OF 
WORKER STATISTICS. 

These data are used to provide informa t ion about 
the labor force in government programs, to evaluate 
government programs and pol icies to ensure they 
fairly and equitab ly serve the needs of all groups, 
and to enforce laws, reg ulations, and policies against 
discrimination in society. 

INDUSTRY, OCCUPATION, AND CLASS 
OF WORKER DATA HELP COMMU TIES: 

Provide Employment Opportun· 

Knowing whethe r p rograms designed 
specific groups, such as people with disa 
veterans, are succeeding is im""''""""'
federal agencies, and fedeij 
(Vietnam Era Veterans' Rea'h-i 
Rehab ilitation Act of 1973) . In try, occ 
c l a s~ of worker data provide ad i 1 GJ tai l abou t 
the JObs and careers pu rsued by pe .e partic ipa ting 
in th ese programs. 

State and local agencies use these statistics to identify 
labor surplus areas (areas with peop le available for 
hiring and t raining) . plan workforce development 
programs including job fairs and training programs. 
and promote business opportunities. 

' Indus cry asked in 1820, 18·10, and 191 O until present. 

Ensure Equal Employment Opportunity 

Knowing more about people who are employed or 
looking for work in combination with educational 
attainment, age. gender, race, Hispan ic origin, 
disabi li ty statu s, ve teran status , and othe r data, helps 
govern ments and communities enforce civil rights 
laws against employment d iscrimination. For example, 
these data are used to enforce nond iscrimination in 
employment by federal agencies, private employers. 
employment agencies, and labor organizat ions (Civil 
Rights Act of 1964). 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Industry, Occupation, and Class of Worker Data 

U.S. Department of Agricu lture 

U.S. Department of Agricul ture 

U.S. Department of Agricu ltu re 

U.S. Department of Agricu lture 

U.S. Department of Agricu lture 

U.S. Department of Hea lt11 and Human Serv ices, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and 
Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civi l Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportati 

U.S. Department of Vetera 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of Federa l Operations 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of General Counse l 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportun ity Comm ission, 
Office of Research, Information, and Planning 

Smith- Lever Act of 1914, 7 USC § 343(c) 

7 USC 3222b, NIFA Funding Opportllnity Announcement 
(RFA) 

Nationa l Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act. Public Law 9S- I 13, Title XIV, 7 USC§ 3222 

National Agricultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act, Pub lic Law 9S-l I 3, Title XIV, 7 USC§ 3221 

Act of Mar. 2, 1887, cl1. 314, 7 USC§ 36 1c 

t of 1964,Public Law 88-3S2. 42 

ights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-3S2. 

Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2008. Public Law 
I I 0-389, Title Ill-Labor and Education Matters, Subtitle (
Vocational Rehabil itation Matters,§ 334-Longitudinal study 
of Department of Veterans Affairs vocational rehabilitation 
programs, 38 USC§ 3 122 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Public Law 93- 11 2; 29 USC§ 
791 (b); 29 CFR 1614.602 

Age Discrimination in Employmen t Act of I 967, Public Law 
90-202,29 USC§ 623(a)-(d) and 633a; 29 CFR l62S .7(d); 
Hazelwood School Dist. v. United Sta tes , 433 U.S. 299 ( I 977) 

Civil Rights Act of 1964. Public Law 88-3S2, 42 USC§ 2000e· 
2(k)(l )(A) 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88 3S2; 42 USC§ 2000e-
2(k)( I )(A); Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States. 43 3 U.S. 
299 (1977) 
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Labor Force Status 

Labor force status asked since 1 890. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER 
A PERSON WORKED LAST WEEK 
AND, IF THE ANSWER IS NO, WHY 
HE/SHE WAS NOT WORKING, 
WHETHER HE/SHE PLANS TO 
RETURN TO WORK, AND HOW 
MUCH THEY WORKED IN THE 
PAST YEAR ARE USED TO 
PRODUCE STATISTICS ABOUT 
THE LABOR FORCE, INCLUDING 
UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS. 

Labor force data are used in planning and fundi ng 
government programs that provide unemployment 
assistance and services. These data are also used to 
evaluate other govern ment programs and pol icies to 
ensure they fairly and equ i tably serve the needs of al 
groups. and to enforce laws, regulat ions, and pol ici 
against discrimination in society. 

LABOR FORCE DATA HELP 
COMMUNIT IES: 

Provide Employment Opportum 

Knowing whether programs d 
specific groups, such as pe 
veterans, are succeeding is· 
fede ral agencies, and federa l 
(Vietnam Era Veterans' Readjust 
Rehabilita t ion Act of 1973). 

State and local agencies use these statist ics to identify 
labor surplus areas (areas w ith people available for 
hi ri ng and t rain ing), plan work force development 
programs, incl uding job fairs and t rain ing programs, 
and to promote business opportuni ties . 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing more about peop le who are employed or 
looking for work in combination with age, gender, 
race, Hi spanic orig in, d isab il ity status, veteran status, 
and other data, helps governm ents and communi t ies 
enforce laws , regulat ions, and policies against 
discrimination i ployment. For example, labor 
force data ar ed to enforce nondiscrim inat ion in 
employme f deral agencies, private em ployers, 
employ 1 t age s, and labor organ izati ons (Civi l 
Righ ct of 1 964 . 

the characteris t ics of people who are working 
or work is an important part of estimating 

e economy. Labor force estimates are used 
1 decisions; to ensure surveys are accurate, 
1cluding surveys tha t provide official labor market 
stimates; and to understand change in other data 
agner-Peyser Act and Workforce Investment Act). 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Labor Force Status Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Administration for Community Living ' 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 
2000, Public Law 106-402, Section I 24(c)(3); 42USC§15024 

U.S. Departmen t of Health and Human Services, 42 USC § 1397ii (b)(2)(A)-(C) 
Office of the Ass istant Secretary for Planning and 
Evaluation 

U.S. Departmen t of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Labor 

U.S. Department of Labor 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Equal Employment Opport 
Office of Federal Operations 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of General Counsel 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office o f General Counsel 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commiss ion, 
Office of Research, Information, and Planning 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352, 42 
USC§ 2000e-2; Wards Cove Packing Co. v. Atonio, 490 U.S. 
642 (1989) 

29 USC§§ 49f(a)(3)(D), 49g(d), and 491-2(a) 

Workforce Investment 
CFR 668.296(b) and 

f 1998. Public Law 105-2 20; 20 
.440 

r Progress in the 21st Century Act, Public 
), 49 USC§ 5304 (a); 49 CFR Part 613, 

~:.e.r.;icns Benefits Improvement Act of 2008, Public Law 
11 0-389, Title Ill-Labor and Education Matters, Subtitle ( 
Vocational Rehabilitation Matters, Section 334-Longitudinal 
study of Department of Veterans Affairs vocational 
rehabilitation programs, 38 USC§ 3122 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Publ ic Law 93-112 , 29 USC§ 
791 (b); 29 CFR 1614.602 

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 196 7, Public Law 
90-202, 29 USC§ 623(a)-(d) and 633a; 29 CFR I 625.7(d); 
Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States, 433 U.S. 299 (1977) 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352, 42 USC§ 2000e-
2(k)(l )(A) 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352, 42 USC§ 2000e-
2(k)(l)(A); Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States , 433 U.S. 
299 (1977) 
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Language Spoken at Home 

Language spoken at home asked since 1890. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER 
A PERSON SPEAKS A LANGUAGE 
OTHER THAN ENGLISH AT HOME, 
WHAT LANGUAGE HE/SHE SPEAKS, 
AND HOW WELL HE/SHE SPEAKS 
ENGLISH ARE USED TO CREATE 
STATISTICS ABOUT LANGUAGE 
AND ABOUT ABILITY TO SPEAK 
ENGLISH. 

Language data are used in planning govern ment 
programs for adu lts an d children who do not speak 
Engli sh we ll. These data are also used to ensure that 
information about public heal th. law. regu lations. 
vot ing, and safety is communicate d in languages that 
community members understand. 

LANGUAGE SPOKEN AT HOME DATA 
HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Educate Children 

Knowin g how many chi ldren and yout , 
English-speaking abi li ties depend on 
schools helps schoo l districts make long 
staffi ng and fund ing dec ision 
at home in combi nation wi 
such as disabi lity status , s 
poverty status, helps schools 
of their students and qualify for 
fund programs for those students 
Secondary Educa tion Act of 1965). 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing the languages spoken by people in the 
community in combination with information about 
housing, voting, employment, and education, helps 
the government and communities enforce laws. 
regulations, and policies against discrimination based 
on national origin. For example, language data are 
used to support the enforcement responsibi lities under 
the Vot ing Ri ghts Act to investigate differences in voter 
participation rates and to enforce laws and poli cies 
re lated to bi lingual requirements. 

Knowing langua;i s spoken in a community also helps 
federal age nc~.) entify needs for services for people 
with limitej ·n lish proficiency under Executive 
Order I 3 . 

ing the r people who speak languages other 
· sh have the same opportu nities in education, 

nt, voting, home ownership, and many other 
· sis teres t to research ers, advocacy groups, 

oi-6.' makers. For example, language data are 
ed wi 1 age and ancestry data to address language 

and cultural dive rsity needs in health care plans for the 
Ider population. 

U.S. Census Bureau Subj ects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 45 



Selected Statutory Uses of Language Spoken at Home Data 

U.S. Department of Agricu l ture 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census 

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Health Statistics 

U.S. Department of Health and Huma 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Pl 
Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Housin 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice , 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division 

7 USC§ 2020(e)(1); 7 CFR 272.4(b)(6) 

52 USC§ 10503 

20 USC§§ 6821 and 6824, 701 I (6), and 780 I (25) 

42 USC§ 9835{g) 

42 USC § 300kk 

965, Public Law 89-73, as 
3024. 3030s· l, 3032 

n and Affordable Care Act, Public Law 111 · 
; 42 USC § 300kk 

C § l 397ii (b)(2)(A)-{C) 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 42 USC § 
11371-11376; 42 USC§ 12901; 24 CFR Part 91; 24 CFR 
Part 576; 

Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act. Public 
Law 101-62 5, 42 USC § 12 705(b)( l }-(3); 24 CFR Part 91, 
24 CFR 91.205(a)-(c) 

Voting Rights Act of 1965, § 203. 52 USC§ I 0503; 28 CFR 
Part 55 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VI, 42 USC § 
2000d-2000d-7: 28 CFR 42.101-42 .1 12; 28 CFR 42.401-
42.415; 28 CFR 50.3; Lau v. Nichols, 414 U.S. 563 {1974) 

Equal Educational Opportunities Act of 1974, 20 USC§ 
170 I et seq.; Castaneda v. Pickard, 648 F. 2d 989 (1981) 

Voting Rights Act of 1965,52 USC§ I 0301: 28 CFR Part 
51; LULAC v. Perry, 548 U.S. 399 (2006): Johnson v. 
DeGrandy, 512 U.S. 997 (1994); Thornburg v. Gingles. 4 78 
U.S. 30 ( 1986) 
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Marital Sta tus and Marital History 

Marital status asked since 1880, marital hi story asked since 1850. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER 
A PERSON IS CURRENTLY 
MARRIED, WIDOWED, DIVORCED, 
SEPARATED, OR NEVER MARRIED; 
WHETHER HIS/ HER MARITAL 
STATUS CHANGED IN THE PAST 
12 MONTHS; AND LIFETIME 
MARRIAGES ARE USED TO CREATE 
STATISTICS ABOUT CURRENT 
MARITAL STATUS AND MARITAL 
HISTORY. 

Marita l status and marita l history data help federal 
agencies understand marr iage trends, forecast futu re 
needs of programs that have spousal benefits , and 
measure the effects of policies and programs that focus 
on the we ll -being of families, including tax po li cies an 
financia l assistance programs. 

MARITAL STATUS AND MARITAL 
HISTORY DATA HELP COMMUNs:;.-irle'\J 

Provide Benefits to Spouses a 

Knowing more about how many spouses a i 
may qualify for programs with efi 
including veteran and social 
federa l agencies ensure ade 
for these programs and can he 
where gaps in benefits and servic 

Provide Assistance to Families 

Knowing more about fam il ies, part icularly blended 
and single-parent families, along with data about the 
presence of children. labor force status , and poverty 
status, can help communities enroll eligible famil ies 
in programs designed to assi st them, su ch as the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, and can help 
communities qual ify for grants to fund these programs. 
The se data are also used to eva luate programs like 
Temporary Ass istance for Needy Families. 

Understand Changing Households 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Marital Status and Marital History Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 13 USC § 141 note 
Administration for Chi ldren and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 42 USC§§ 299a(a)(3J, (6), (8), 299b-2(a)(l ), and 299(c )(1 )(A) 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

U.S. Departmen t of Health and Human Services, 42 USC§ 242k(b), (h), and (I) 

Cente r for Di sease Con trol and Prevention, 
National Center for Health Statistics 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 42 USC § 1397ii (b)(2)(A)-(C) 
Office of the Assis tant Secretary for Planning 
and Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 38 USC§ 546 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs mprovement Act of 2008, Public Law 
bar and Education Matters. Subtitle C

on Matters, Section 3 34- Longitudinal 
a t of Veterans Affairs vocational 

ion programs 38 USC§ 3 122 

U.S. Social Security Adm inistration urity Act, Public Law 74-271 as amended, 42 USC§ 
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Migration (Previous Residence)/Residence 1 Year Ago 

Residence I year ago asked since 1930. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER 
A PERSON MOVED IN THE LAST 
YEAR AND WHERE HE OR SHE 
LIVED 1 YEAR AGO ARE USED 
TO CREATE STATISTICS ABOUT 
WHERE PEOPLE ARE MOVING (TO/ 
FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND 
WITHIN THE UNITED STATES). 

Migration (residence I yea r ago) data are used 
in planning government programs and adjusting 
other important geographic data as people move. 
The characteristics of people who have moved are 
also an important part of estimating popu lation 
changes . Th ese population es timates are used in 
funding decis ion s. to ensure surveys are accurate, 
to understand change in other data, and to produce 
official international migration estimates . 

MIGRATION/RESIDENCE 1 YEAR AGO 
DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Understand Changes 

Knowing the characteristics of people who have 
moved and the patterns of migration (where people 
move to and from) is an important part of estimating 
population changes. Popu lation estimates are used 
in funding decisions, to ensure su rveys are accurate, 
to understand change in other data. and to produce 
international migration estimates. These data also help 
agencies assess residential stability and the effects of 
migration on ur and rural areas. 

ies assess the needs of counties 
ulations and the effects of 

s. 

characteristics of people who live or have 
live rtain areas is important to understand the 
relatio ips among different development patterns, 

ding "2~ 1sing and travel information, public heal th, 
·on. These data may also assist state and 

cal agencies in developing programs that attract new 
residents or employers. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Migration/Residence I Year Ago Data 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Ad.ministration for Chi ldren and Fami lies 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Indian Heal th Service 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

13 use§ 181 

Community Services Block Grant Act. Public Law 105-285. 42 
USC§§ 9902 (2), 9903, and 9908 (b)(J)(A), (b)(l 1), and (c)(l} 
(A)(i), 

Indian Citizenship Act of 1924, 2 5 USC § 13; 42 USC§ 
200 1 (a); 42 CFR l 36. 12(a) 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act). Public 
Law 92-500, 33 USC§ I 254(a){l)-(2), (b)(2), (b)(6), (b)(7), (n) 
(l), and (o)(l) 
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Place of Birth, Citizenship, and Year of Entry 

Place of birth asked since 1850, citizenship asked since 1820,1 year of entry asked since 1890.2 

QUESTIONS ABOUT A PERSON'S 
PLACE OF BIRTH, CITIZENSHIP, 
AND YEAR OF ENTRY INTO THE 
UNITED STATES ARE USED TO 
CREATE DATA ABOUT CITIZENS, 
NONCITIZENS, AND THE FOREIGN
BORN POPULATION. 

These statisti cs are essential for agencies and 
pol icymakers setting and eva luat ing im migration 
pol icies and laws, seeking to understand the 
experience of d ifferent immigrant groups. and 
enforcing laws, policies, and regulations against 
di scrimination based on national origin . These statist ics 
are also used to tailor services to accommodate cultu ral 
differences. 

PLACE OF BIRTH, CITIZENSHIP, 
AND YEAR OF ENTRY DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Kn owing how many people in the comr 
in other countries in combina tion w'th in 
about housing, voting, langua 
education, helps the govern 
to enforce laws, regulation , 
di scrim ination based on natio 
these data are used to support tli 
responsibil ities under the Voting Rig Act to 
investigate differences in voter participation rates and 
to enforce other laws and policies rega rdi ng bilingual · 
requirements. 

C1uzens'11p asked 1820-1830. I 870, and 1890 to present. 
'Year of ent ry asked 1890-1930, and 1970 t o prese111. 

Educate Children 

Knowing how many foreign-born children depend 
on services through schools helps school distri cts 
make staffing and funding dec isions. Place of bi rth, 
citizensh ip, and year of entry stat istics in combination 
with other information, such as language spoken 
at home, help schools understand the needs of 
their students and qualify for grants that help 
fund programs for those students (Elementary and 
Secondary Educat ion Act of 1 965). 

Understand Changes 

eople of different races or countries 

1 same opportunities in education, 
employrn v Q.· home ownership, and many other 
areas i mteres t~researchers, advocacy groups, and 
pol i akers. These may also he lp communities 

arge · gee popu t ions that quali fy for financial 
mm igration National ity Act) . 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Place of Birth, Citizenship, and Year of Entry Data 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census 

U.S. Department of Education 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

National Center for Health Statistics 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office for Civil Rights 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning 
and Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civi l Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

52 USC§ I 0503 

I 3 USC § I 4 l(c) 

20 use §§ 6821. 6824, 701 1 (5), and 7801 (20) 

Community Services Block Grant Act, Public Law 105-28 5, 42 
USC §§ 9902 (2), 990 3, and 9908(b)( l )(A), (b)( I I ), and (c)( l) 
(A){i) 

42 USC§ 242k(b), (h), and (I) 

e VI; Patient Protection and 
57 

hts Act of 1965, § 203; 52 USC§ 10503; 28 CFR 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VII, Public Law 88-352, 42 USC 
§ 2000e-2 

Civi l Rights Act of I 964, Title VII, Public Law 88·352, 42 USC 
§ 2000e-2 ; Wards Cove Packing Co. v. Alonio, 490 U.S. 642 
(1989) 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, The Rehabilitation Act of I 973, Publ ic Law 93-1 12, 29 USC§ 

Office of Federal Operations 791 (b); 29 CFR 1614.602 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Civi l Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352, 42 USC§ 2000e-
Office of General Counsel 2(k)(l )(A) 

U.S. Equal Emp loyment Opportunity Commission, Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88·352,42 USC§ 2000e-
Office of Research, Information, and Planning 2(k)( l )(A); Hazelwood School Dist. v. United States, 433 U.S. 

299 (1977) 

U.S. Social Security Administration Social Security Act, Public Law 74 271, as amended, 42 USC§ 
40 l (CJ 
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Plumbing Facilities, Kitchen Facilities, and Telephone Service 
Plumb ing faci l ities asked since 1940. kitchen faci lities asked since 1940, telephone service asked since 1960. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PRESENCE 
OF HOT AND COLD RUNNING 
WATER, A BATHTUB OR SHOWER, 
A SINK WITH A FAUCET, A STOVE 
OR RANGE, A REFRIGERATOR, 
AND TELEPHONE SERVICE ARE 
USED TO CREATE DATA ABOUT 
INDICATORS OF HOUSING 
QUALITY. 

These data are used in planning and fund ing 
government programs that identify areas elig ible for 
housing assistance. rehabilitation loans , and other 
programs that help people access and afford decent, 
sa fe, and sanitary housing. Publi c heal th officials may 
also use this information to locate areas in danger of 
ground-wa ter contaminati on and wate rborn e diseases 

PLUMBING FACILITIES, KITCHEN 
FACILITIES, AND TELEPHONE SER 
DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Knowing more about the qual ity of housi 
communi ty helps communi ties d 
available housing meets th, 
housing is not sufficient or 
household facilities can help c 
el igible households in programs o assist 
them, and can help communities quc · · for gran ts 
from the Community Development Block Grant, HOME 
Investment Partnership Program, Emergency Solu t ions 
Grant , Housing Opportunities for Person s With AIDS. 
and other programs. 

Plan Community Development 

Knowing how the qua lity of d ifferent types of homes in 
combination w ith whether they are occupied or va cant, 
can help comm unit ies iden tify opportunities to improve 
tax, assi stance, and zoning pol icies and to red uce tax 
revenue losses from vacant or abandoned properties. 
These data may also be useful in identifying types 
of homes in disaster-pron e areas during emergency 
planning and preparation. 

Ensure Residents Can Communicate 

Measuring the extent of telephone service , including 
access for scho , l ibraries, health care providers, and 

i ents, helps communities ensure the ir 
resid ents e ·versa ! access to assis tance prog rams, 
emerg n y se rvic nd important information. 

ntal Impacts 

d p lumbing systems may impact the local 
pl y. Understanding whe re these systems 

ated helps communities research their 
te 111frastructure needs and work to improve 
ems. 
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---------
Selected Statutory Uses of Plumbing Facilities, Kitchen Facilities, and Telephone Service Data 

U.S.DepartmentofAgricul ture 42USC§§ 1472, 1474, 1485, 1486, 1490, 1490a, J490c, 

1490d, I 490e, and 14901,; 7 CFR 1940.560-1940.567, 
1940.575; 7 CFR 3550. 10, 1980.312. 3560.11; 7 CFR 
3550.53(a), 3550.67(b), 3550.68(c); 7 CFR 1980.301(d); 7 
CFR 3560. I 52(a)(2), 3560.254(c) RD Instruction 1980-D, 
Exhibit C 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Native American Housing Assistance and Self-

Deter m i nation Act of 1996, Public Law I 04-330, as 
amended, 25 USC§ 4 I 52(b); 24 CFR I 000.324-1000.330 
(Also Appendices A and B) 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development United States Hous ing Act of 1937, Pub lic Law 93-383, as 
amended, 42 USC§ l 437f(c)(l ); 24 CFR 888.113: 24 CFR 
982.401 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Cranston-Gonzalez N · nal Affordable HoL1s111g Act, Public 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Deve lopment 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Deve lopment 

Law 10 1-625 42 U 2705(b)(l)-(3); 24 CFR Part 91; 24 
CFR 9 I .205(a)-( 

blic Law 99-514, 26 USC § 42(d) 
l 5 u.s.c § 631 

g Enterprises Financial Safety and Soundness 
1338, 12 USC§ 4568 

n- alez National Affordable Housing Act. Public 
01 -625, 42 USC § I 2 747(b)(l )(A) and (B): 24 CFR 
(a). (b), and (c) 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Div ision 

_.,_"'4:..\1~ g Rights Act of 1965, 52 USC§ I 030 I; 28 CFR 

U.S. Department of Trans po 

U.S. Federal Communications Commission 

Part 5 I; LULAC v. Perry, 548 U.S. 399 (2006); Johnson v. 
DeGrandy, 512 U.S. 997 (1994); Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 

U.S. 30 ( 1986) 

Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act, Public Law 
I 14-94; 49 USC § 5 304; 49 CFR Part 613, Subpart B 

Telecommunications Act of 1996, Public Law I 04-1 04, 4 7 
USC§ 15 1 and 254; 47 CFR 54.702(i) 
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School Enrolhnent, Educational Attain1nent, and Undergraduate 
Field of Degree 
School en rol lment asked since 1850, educat ional attainment asked since 1940, undergraduate field of degree 

asked since 2009. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHETHER A 
PERSON IS ATTENDING SCHOOL 
OR COLLEGE, THE HIGHEST 
LEVEL OF EDUCATION HE/SHE 
HAS COMPLETED, AND THE 
FIELD OF ANY COMPLETED 
UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGE 
DEGREES ARE USED TO CREATE 
DATA ABOUT EDUCATION. 

These statistics are used to analyze the characterist ics 
and needs of school-aged chi ld ren and to understand 
the continuing education needs of adul ts . 

SCHOOL ENROLLMENT, EDUCATIONA 
ATTAINMENT, AND UNDERGRADUATE 
FIELD OF DEGREE DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Knowing how many adults do not have a high school 
diploma or equivalent he lps schools understand the 
needs of adu lt studen ts and qual ify for grants that 
help fund programs for these students (Workforce 

Investment Act). 

Knowing the major fie lds of study of adults with 
bachelor's degrees enables efforts to develop the 
nation's science, technology, eng ineering, and 
mathematics labor force (America COMPETES 

of 20 I 0). 

ompar those seeking employment in combination 
't g~f der, race, Hispanic origin, disabi li ty, 
tlcithe.7data, helps enforce nondiscrimination in 

employment by federal agencies. private employers. 

Educate Children and Adults 

Knowing how many children and adults 

mployment agencies, and labor organizations (Civil 

~·•·'' 1ghts Act of 1964) . This information is also used in 
targeti ng voting righ ts enforcement (Voting Rights Act). 

services through schools helps t 1st 
long-term buildmg. staffing, und1 
School enrollment in comb· a ion with ot 
information, such as disabilit tus, lang ge spoken 
at home, and poverty status, he cho mderstand 
the needs of their students and qu i 
help fund programs for those studen 
Secondary Educa tion Act of I 965) . 
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S~lected Statutory Uses of School Enrollment, Educational Attainment, and Undergraduate 
Field of Degree Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Serv ices, 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
National Center for Health Statistics 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning 
and Evaluation 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civi l Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Vetera 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

42 use § 983 5 (g) 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bi ll of Rights Act of 
2000, Public law I 06-402, Section I 24(c)(5); 42 USC§ I 5024 

42 USC§ 299a(a)(3),(6),(8); 42 USC§ 299b-2(a)(l ): 42 USC§ 
2 99(c )(1 )(A) 

42 USC§ 242k(b), (hJ. and (I) 

s Act of 1974, 20 USC§ 1701 
F.2d 989 (198 I) 

964 (Rights to Public Education and Equal 
ement), 42 USC§ 2000c et seq. 

1965, § 203; 52 USC§ I 0503; 28 CFR 

1ghts Act of I 965, 52 USC § I 030 I; 28 CFR Part 5 I; 
Perry, 548 U.S. 399 (2006); Johnson v. DeGrandy, S 12 
I 994); Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 U.S. 30 (I 986) 

Tit I of the Civil Rights Act of I 964 , Public Law 88-352, 42 
USC§ 2000e-2; Wards Cove Packing Co. v. Atonio, 490 U.S. 
642 ( 1989) 

38 use § 546 

Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 2008, Public Law 
I I 0·389, Title Ill-Labor and Education Matters, Subtitle (
Vocational Rehabilitation Matters, Section 334- Longitudinal 
study of Department of Veterans Affairs vocational 
rehabilitation programs, 38 USC § 3 122 

38 USC§ 8104(b) (2) 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public Law 
92-500, 3 3 USC § I 2 54(aJ(l )- (2). (b)(2). (b){6). (b)(7), (n)(l). and 
(o){l) 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Civi l Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352, 42 USC§ 2000c· 
Office of General Counsel 2(k)(l )(A) 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commiss ion, Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88-352. 42 USC§ 2000e-
Office of Research. Information, and Planning 2(k){l)(A); Hazelwood Schoo l Dist. v. United States. 433 U.S. 

299 ( I 977) 
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Selected Monthly Owner Costs (Cost of Utilities, Condominium 
and Mobile Home Fees, Taxes, Insurance, and Mortgages) 

Cost of utilities asked since 1940, condominium and mobile homes fees asked since 1990, taxes asked since 

1940, 1 insurance cos t asked since 1980, mortgages cost asked since 1940. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE USE AND 
COST OF COMMON UTILITIES, 
ANY APPLICABLE CONDOMINIUM 
AND MOBILE HOME FEES, TAXES, 
UTILITIES, MORTGAGES, AND 
HOME LOANS ARE USED TO 
PRODUCE STATISTICS ABOUT 
SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER 
COSTS. 

These data are used in government programs that 
analyze whether adequate housing is affordab le for 
residents and to provide and fund housing assistance 
programs. These stati stics are also used to enforce 
laws. regulations. and policies against cliscrirninatio r 
government programs and in society. 

SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER CO 
DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

for residents. 

When housing is not suffi cient o 
housing cost data can help commu s enro ll 
eligible househo lds in programs designed to assist 
them, and can help communities qua lify for g rants 
from the Community Deve lopment Block Grant 
HOME Investment Partnerships Program, Emer~ency 
Solutions Grants. Housing Opportunities for Persons 
With AIDS. and othe r programs. 

Cost of ut1h!Jes asked since 19 40. condo minium and mobile 
homes fees asked since 1990. taxe s ;isked since 1940, insurance cost 
asked since 1980. monqagcs cost a~ked sine~ 1940. 

Plan Community Development 

Knowing how housing costs change over time can 
help communities understand changes in local housing 
markets and to ident ify opportunities to improve tax, 
assistance. and zoning policies . 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing more about the housing costs of people 
who own homes in the community in combination 
with age, gende ace, Hispanic origin, disability, 
and other dat out the household residents, helps 

communities enforce laws. such 
using Act designed to eliminate 

ng. 

ll.S. Census Bureau 
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----------------------------------
Selecte d Statutory Uses o f Selected Monthly Owner Costs Data 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Economic Analys is 

15 USC§ l 516; Department Organization Order 3 5-1 A 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Deve lopment McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. 42 USC § 

11371 - 11376, 42 USC§ 12901; 24 CFR Part 91; 24 CFR 
Part 576; 24 CFR Part 574 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Native American Housing Assistance and Sel f-Determination 
Act of 1996, Public Law 104-330, as amended, 25 USC§ 
4152(b); 24 CFR 1000.324-1000.330 (Also appendices A 
and B) 

U.S. Departmen t of Hous ing and Urban Development Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act, Publ ic 
Law l 01-62 5, 42 USC § l 2705(b)( l )-(3); 24 CFR Part 91; 
24 CFR 9 I .205(a)- (c) 

U.S. Envi ronmental Protect ion Age ncy Federal Water Poll 
Publ ic Law 92-5 
(b)(7), (n)(l ) , 
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Control Act (Clean Water Act), 
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Supple1nental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)/Food Stamps 

SNAP/food stamps asked since 2005. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT A 
HOUSEHOLD'S RECEIPT OF 
FOOD STAMPS/SUPPLEMENTAL 
NUTRITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM (SNAP)1 ARE USED 
TO CREATE STATISTICS ABOUT 
PARTICIPATION IN FOOD 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. 

SNAP da ta are used in planning and fund ing 
governmen t programs that provide food assistance and 
in evaluating other government programs. 

SNAP DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide food Assistance to School Children 

Knowing more about food ass istance program 
part ic ipation in combination with school enrollment, 
income. and poverty status , can help communiti es 
streaml ine administration of the National School Lune 
Program and School Breakfast Program by rer::i a ·ng 
administrat ive paperwork with American y 
Survey estimates of students eligible fo 
reduced-price meals. 

Evaluate SNAP 

Knowing more about food-assistance program 
participation is used to evaluate the SNAP program 
and award bonuses to communities th at admin ister 
SNAP funds wel l. 

Understand Changes 

State and loca l agencies use these statistics to assess 
state food assistance needs and participation rates 
for eligible families and individuals and to determine 
gaps in services and programs. Faith-based and other 
nonprofit organizations use information about food 
assistance nee determine where food banks, food 
kitchens, an o er programs cou ld be beneficial and 
how the eir communities can be met with 

U.S. Census Bureau 
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Selected Statutory Uses of SNAP Data 

U.S. Department of Agricu ltu re Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act, 42 USC § 
l 759a(g) 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Se rvices, Community Services Block Grant Act, Public Law I 05-285. 42 
Administration for Chi ldren and Families USC§ 9902 (2) . 9903, and 9908 (b)(J)(A). (bJ(l I ). and (c)(l)(A) 

(i) 

U.S. Departmen t of Health and Human Services, 42 USC§ 9835(g) 
Administration for Chi ldren and Fami li es 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 42 USC§§ 8629 (a)(I )-(3) and (5)-(6), 8629 (b), and 8622 (I I) 
Administration for Chi ldren and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 13 USC § 141 note 
Administration for Chi ldren and Fami lies 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Chi ldren and Families 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public 
§ 12 54(a)(l )-(2), (b)(2), (b)(6), (b)(7), (n) 

d f 
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Units in Structure, Rooms, and Bedrooms 
Units in structure asked since 1940, rooms asked since 1940, bedrooms asked since 1960. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TYPE 
OF BUILDING, UNITS IN THE 
STRUCTURE, NUMBER OF ROOMS, 
AND NUMBER OF BEDROOMS ARE 
USED TO CREATE DATA ABOUT 
HOUSING TYPES AND HOUSING 
DENSITY. 

These data are used in government programs that 
analyze whether adequate housing is available 
and affordable for residents and provide and fund 
housing assistance programs. The number of rooms 
in combination with the number of people living in a 
unit provides a ratio of people to rooms, which can be 
used to measure the extent of overcrowding among 
our nation's households. These statistics are also used 
to enforce laws, policies. and regulations against 
discrimination in government programs and in socie 

UNITS IN STRUCTURE, ROOMS, AND 
BEDROOMS DATA HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Knowing the different types of housing , and how 
many people occupy that housing, helps communit ies 
understand whether available housing meets the 
needs of residents . For example, these data are used 
to measure overcrowding in communiti es and are 
used as integra l components to set Fair Market Rents 
for all areas of the country. 

When housing is ot sufficient, data can help 
communities e eligible households in programs 
designed to s st them (such as the Low Income 
Home En ~ 

Program, mergency Solu tions Gran ts , 
portunities for Persons With AIDS, and 

ovide benchmark statistics that measure 
ward the Congressional declaration of goals 

r a national housing policy-a decent home and . 
suitable livi ng environment for every American fami ly. 

Ian Community Development 

These data are used to identify adequate housing and 
may be usefu l in identifying types of structures in 
disaster-prone areas during emergency planning and 
preparation. 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Units in Structure, Rooms, and Bedrooms Data 

U.S. Department of Agricu lture 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Admi nistration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Administration for Chi ldren and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

U.S. Department of Housi 

42 USC§§ 1472, 1474, 1485, 1486, 1490. 1490a, 1490c, 
I 490d, l 490e, 14901, 1490rn, I 490p-2, 1490r; 7 CFR 
1940.560-1940.567, 1940.S7S; 7 CFR 35SO. I 0, 1980.312, 
3560.11; 7 CFR 3550.53(a), 3550.67(b), 3550.68(c); 7 
CFR 1980.301 (d); 7 CFR 3560. I 52(a)(2), 3560.254{c) RD 
Instruction 1980-D, Exhibit C 

42 use§ 8629 (a) and (b) 

42 USC §§ 862 3 (a) (2) and (4 ), 862 9 (a) ( I )-(3) and (6), 
8629 (b) 

Social Security Act, Section 1848e(1 )(A) 

/\ssistance and Sel f
Public Law 104-330. as 

4 CFR 1000.324-1000.330 

ommunity Development Act of 1974; 42 
1): 24 CFR 1003.101 

inney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act; 42 USC§ 1 l 371-
11376; 42 USC§ 12901; 24 CFR Part 91; 24 CFR Part 576; 
24 CFR Part 574 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, Public 
Law 93-383, as amended, 42 use§ l 439 (d)(l )(A)(i); 24 
CFR 791.402 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, Public 
Law 93-383 as amended, 42 USC§§ 5302(a)(6)(D)(iv). 
(a)(9), ( 1 0), ( 11 ), (I 2), (I 3), ( 14), (1 5), (20). and (b) and 
5306(a), (b)(l), (2), and (3) and (d)(l); 24 CFR 1003.101 

U.S. Department of Hous ing and Urban Development Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act. Public 
Law l 01-62 5' 42 USC § l 2705(b){ I )-(3); 2 4 CFR Part 9 I; 24 
CFR 91.205(a)- {c) 

U.S. Department of Hous ing and Urban Development Federal Housing Enterprises Financial Safety and 
Soundness Act of 1992, section 1338, 12 USC§ 4568 

U.S. Environmen tal Protection Agency Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), 
Public Law 92-500, 33 USC§ 1254(a)(l}-(2), (b)(2), (b)(6), 
(b)(7), (n){ 1 ), and (o)( 1) 
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Vehicles Available 
Vehicles available asked since 1960. 

A QUESTION ABOUT THE 
VEHICLES AVAILABLE TO EACH 
HOUSEHOLD IS USED TO CREATE 
DATA ABOUT VEHICLE ACCESS. 

Vehic le data are used in planning and fund ing for 
improvements to road and highway infrastructure, 
developing transportation plans and services . and 
understanding how people are travel ing in the course 
of a normal day. These data are also used to evaluate 
polluti on and access to transportat ion in emergencies. 

VEHICLE AVAILABILITY DATA HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Improve Transportation 

Knowing how many households have access to 
vehicles. in combination with where people commut 
to and from, and whether they commute with a 
personal vehic le helps transportation planner 
mass transportation and metropolitan pla 
compl iant with various regu la tions. 

Local agencies and organizations use these data 
to plan programs and services for the disabled 
population, bicycle commuters, carpool and r ide· 
sharers , and many other groups; and to predict future 
use of new or updated transportat ion systems based 
on their understanding of the current users of various 
trans portation options . 

Understand Changes in Vehicle Use 

Understanding vehicle availability and use he lps 
communities understand exposure to air pollution and 
plan programs to help people without vehicles move 
about the comrn~ty. Knowing whether people could 
evacuate · u-si~tfei r personal vehicles in an emergency 

also help~~ nities plan emergency response . 



Selected Statutory Uses of Vehicles Available Data 

U.S. Department of Energy 

U.S. Department of Justice , 
Civil Rig hts Divis ion 

U.S. Departmen t of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

U.S. Enviro nmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Environmental Protect1 

Energy Policy Act of 1992, Pub lic Law 102-486, 42 USC§ 13385 

Voting Rights Act of 1965. 42 USC§ 1973 et seq.: 28 CFR Parts 1; 
LULAC v. Perry. 548 U.S. 399 (2006); Johnson v. DeGrandy, 512 
U.S. 997 (1994): Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 U.S. 30 ( 1986) 

49 USC§ 5303; 49 CFR Part 613 

Fixing America's Surface Transportation Act, Publ ic Law l 14-94, 49 
use§ 5304; 49 CFR Part 613, Subpart B 

Fixing America's Surface Tra ortation Act, Pub li c Law 114-94, 49 
use § 5 303(c), {e), (h}, (i ,(I<), and (n) 

ontro Act (Clean Air Act), Public Law 84-1 59, 42 
a)( 1 ), {b){6), (b){7), (e), and (g) 

edera ter Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public Law 
2-500' 33 use§ 1254 (a)(2), (b)(6), and (s) 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act), Public Law 
92-500, 33 USC§ l 254(a)(1 )-{2), (b){2), {b){6}, {b){7). (n)( l >.and (o) 

{ 1) 

---
-------- U.!J.' '' ''~"'" v,ur• ·"l"' 



-------
Veteran Status , Period of Service, and Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) Service-Connected Disability Rating 

Veteran status asked since 1890,1 pe ri od of mi litary service asked since 1890, VA serv ice-connected disability 

rating asked since 2008. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT A PERSON'S 
MILITARY SERVICE AND SERVICE
CONNECTED DISABILITY RATING 
ARE USED TO CREATE ESTIMATES 
OF VETERANS AND THEIR NEEDS 
AT THE COMMUNITY LEVEL. 

Data about ve terans are used in planning and fund ing 
government programs that prov ide funds or se rvices 
for veterans and in evaluating other government 
programs and po licies to ensure they fair ly and 
equitably serve the needs of veterans. These statist ics 
are also used to enforce laws, pol icies , and regu lations 
aga inst discrimination in society. Though the VA 
maintains veterans' records, these statist ics do not 
provide federal program planners, policymakers . an 
researchers w i th additional stat istics about all ve terar 
regard less of whether they use VA se rv ices. 

Provide Health Care for Veterans 

Knowing the number o f veterans eligible to use 
VA hea lth care in combination with age, disability, 
and se rv ice-connected disability rat ings. can help 
communities and the federa l gove rnment estimate 
th e future demand for health ca re serv ices and 
facilities. Com munities in need of major VA medical 
faci lities th roug hout the country make a case for new 
construction projects using these data to estimate the 
expected usage o new faci l ities. 

emetery Administration , whose goal is to 
ria l opti on w ithin 75 mi les of a veteran's 

c . hese data are used to plan construction of 
w ce eteri es near the communi ties where veterans 

choose to l ive . VETERAN STATUS, PERIOD OF 
SERVICE, AND VA SERVICE
DISABILITY RATING DATA H ··~·11:nsure Equal Opportunity 

COMMUNITIES: 

Administer Programs 

Knowing the numbers and cli 
eligib le for federal programs ber 
as the VA Home Loan Guarantee pr , the Post-9/ l 1 
GI Bill, and job training and hiring pre rence programs 
can help communities and the federa l government 
estimate the fu ture demand for these programs and 
se rvices. These data are also used to eva luate these 
programs to determine whether they are benefiting 
veterans as intended. 

Wteran status and period of se1vice were not asked In 1920. 

Knowing the veteran and service-connected 
disability rating status of people in the community in 
combination with information about hous ing, vot ing, 
employment. and education, helps governm ent and 
communities enforce against discrimination based on 
veteran or disabili ty status. 

Understand New Challenges for Veterans 

Knowing more about the character istics of veterans 
returning to civilian life is also important to combat 
specific problems they may face. For example, these 
data are used in research to understand why veteran 
status is a predictor of homelessness. Such data have 
been combined with admin istrative data produced by 
shelters in an attempt to understand and document 
which interventions reduce homelessness among 
veterans. 
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, 
Di. 

·":tory Uses of Veteran Status, Period of Service, and VA Service·Connected 
.atmg Data 

U.S. De, ment of Health and Human Services, 42 USC§ J 397ii (b)(2)(A)- (C) 
Office of 1e Assistant Secretary for Planning 
and EvalL '.ion 

U.S. De par .men t of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Departmen t of Justice, 
Civil Rights Division 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

U.S. Department of Vetera 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88·352, 42 
USC § 2000e·2 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Public Law 88·352, 42 
USC§ 2000e-2.; Wards Cove Packing Co. v. Atonio, 490 U.S. 
642 (l 989) 

Veterans Mi llennium Health Care Benefits Act, Public Law l 06-
l l 7, Section 1 O l ; 3 8 USC § l 71 O. 8 1 3 l ( 1 ), and 81 3 4(a)(2) 

38 USC§ 308(b) 

Benefits Improvement Act of 2008. Public Law 
, Jitle Ill-Labor and Education Matters, Subtitle C

!"n:;~a-- I Rehabilitation Matters, Section 334- Longitudrnal 
study of Department of Veterans Affairs vocational 
rehabilitation programs, 38 USC § 3122 

eterans Millennium Health Care and Benefits Act, Public Law 
l 06- 117, Section 613(b)(2) 

U.5. Ct· nsu s Bureau 
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Work Status Last Year 

Work status last year asked since 1880. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW MANY 
WEEKS A PERSON WORKED IN 
THE LAST YEAR, AND HOW MANY 
HOURS HE OR SHE WORKED EACH 
WEEK ARE USED TO PRODUCE 
STATISTICS ABOUT FULL-TIME 
AND PART-TIME WORKERS, AS 
WELL AS YEAR-ROUND AND 
SEASONAL WORKERS. 

Data on work status last year are used in planning 
and funding government programs that provide 
unemployment assistance and services, and to 
understand trends and difference in wages, benefits, 
work hours, and seasonal work. These data are also 
used to evaluate other government programs and 
policies to ensure they fa irly and equitably serve the 
needs of all groups. and to enforce laws, reg ulations , 
and policies against d isc rim ination in society. 

WORK STATUS LAST YEAR DAT ~-...Q.11 
COMMUNITIES: 

State and local agencies use these statis tics to identify 
labor surplus areas (areas with people availab le for 
hiring and training), plan workforce development 
programs including j ob fai rs and training programs, 
and promote business opportunities. 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing more about people who are employed or 
looking for work, in combination with age, gender, 
race. Hispanic origin, disability status, veteran status . 
and other data, helps governments and communities 
enforce laws, policies, and regulations against 

ployment. For example, data on 
work status I ear are used to enforce laws against 
discriminaJ mployment by federal agencies, 
private_Ar~I loye ployrnent agencies, and labor 
orga 6..zlions (Civil ts Act of 1964). 

d Changes 

Kno ·n the character istics of people who are working 
or look or work is an importan t part of estimating 

e economy. Estimates of work status last 
ed in funding decisions: to ensure surveys 

re accurate, including surveys that provide official labor 
arket est imates; and to understand change in other ___ ... ata (Wagner-Peyser Act and Work force Investment Act). 

Knowing whether programs d 
specific groups, such as pe 
veterans , are succeeding is · 
fed eral agencies. and fede ral 
(Vietnam Era Veterans' Readjustn 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973). 

U.S. Census Bureau 
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Selected Statutory Uses of Work Status Last Year Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Community Living 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Chi ldren and Families 

U.S. Department of Labor 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of Federal Operations 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
Office of Research, Information, and Planning 

Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 
2000, Public Law I 06-402, Section I 24(c)(S). 42 USC§ I 5024 

Community Services Block Grant Act, Public Law I 05-285, 42 
USC § 9902 (2), 9903. and 9908 (b)( I )(A), (b)(l 1 ). and (c)( 1) 
(A){i) 

Workforce Investment Act of 1998, Public Law 105-220; 20 
CFR 668.296(b) and 668.440 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Public Law 93-1 12, 29 USC§ 
791 (b); 29 CFR 1614.602 

Civi l Rights Act of 196 blic Law 88-352. 42 USC§ 2000e-
. United States, 433 U.S. 299 (1977) 

--------- -
IJ.',, c .. nsu~ Bureau 
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Year Built and Year Moved In 
Year built asked since 1940, year moved in asked since 1960. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT WHEN A 
BUILDING WAS BUILT AND WHEN 
A PERSON MOVED INTO THAT 
HOME ARE USED TO CREATE 
DATA ABOUT HOUSING AGE AND 
AVAILABILITY. . 

These data are used in government programs that 
analyze whether adequate housing is avai lable and 
affordable for residents, provide and fund housing 
assistance programs. and measure neighborhood 
stabi l ity. 

YEAR BUILT AND YEAR MOVED IN DATA 
HELP COMMUNITIES: 

Provide Adequate Housing 

Plan Community Development 

Knowing how the balance of different ages of homes in 
combination with whether they are occupied or vacant, 
can help communities identify opportunities to improve 
tax, assistance, and zoning policies and to reduce tax 
reven ue losses from vacan t or abandoned properties. 
These data may also be useful in identifying older 
structu res in disaster-prone areas during emergency 
planning and preparation. 

Knowing more about the age of the housing stock in 
combination with the financial situation of residents, 
including income employment, and housing costs, can 
help communi ·e qua l ify for loan and grant programs 
designed to · ulate economic recovery, improve 
housing, jo ining programs, and define areas as 

Knowing the ages of housing in a community helps 
commun ities understand whether avai lab le housing •~......._ 
meets the needs of residents. 

When housing is not sufficient or o lder tharJ in 
age. housing data can help communities ol l el g ble 
households in programs des igned to a s· t ther 
(such as the Low Income Home Energy ~ 
Program), and can help commu i · __ ali 

from the Community Develo t Bio 
Investment Partnerships Pr g 
Grants , Housing Opportuniti 
and other programs. 

U.S. Census Bu:r:ea:u~------------::-:-:---::-:----:-:-------------------
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Selected Statutory Uses of Year Built and Year Moved In Data 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families 

42 USC§ 8629(a) and (b) 

42 USC§§ 8623(a)(2) and (4), 8629 (a)(l)-(3) and (6); 42 
USC 8629(b) 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development United States Housing Act of 193 7, Public Law 93-383, as 
amended, 42 USC§ 1437f(c)(l ); 24 CFR 888.113; 24 CFR 
982.401 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Housing and Community Development Act of 1974. Public 
Law 93-383, as amended, 42 USC § ·1439 (d)(l )(A)(i); 24 
CFR 791.402 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban De 

Housing and Comm 
Law 93 -383 as an .1 

(9), (I 0), ( I I), 

5 306(a), (b) 

Development Act of 1974. Public 
ed, 42 USC§ 5302(a)(6)(D)(iv), (a) 
.• (14), (15). (20), and (b); 42 USC§ 

and (d){l): 24 CFR l 003.101 

ffordable Housing Act, Public 
)(1)-(3); 24 CFR Part 91; 24 

of 1986, Public Law 99-514, 26 USC§ 
"i)(I), (iv), and (g); 1 5 U.S.C § 63 I 

ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act, Public 
O 1-62 5, 42 USC § 12747(b)(1 )(A) and (B); 24 CFR 
a),(b), and (c) 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act). 
Public Law 92-500, 33 USC§ 1254(a)(l )-(2). (b)(2), (b)(6), 
(b)(7), (n)(l ), and (o)(l) 
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Proposed Subjects for th n Community Survey 
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Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 

Potential top ic for 2019 ACS/2020 Census 

Some subjects are currently being evaluated to 
determine whether they produce data required by 
federa l agencies. Whether these questions appear on 
the 2020 Census or the American Community Survey 
will depend on the strength of the federal uses of the 
resulting data, and a final determination by the Office of 
Management and Budget. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT A PERSON'S 
SEX AT BIRTH, CURRENT 
GENDER IDENTITY, AND SEXUAL 
ORIENTATION COULD BE USED TO 
CREATE STATISTICS ABOUT THE 
LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, AND 
TRANSGENDER POPULATION. 

Sexu al orientation and gender identity questions 
are being eva luated and may be proposed to aid in 
planning and funding government prog rams and in 
evaluating other government programs and pol icies t 
ensure they fairly and equi tab ly serve the fa ll 
people. These sta tistics could also be us 
laws, regulations, and policies agains 
in society. 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER 
IDENTITY DATA WOULD HELP 
COMMUNITIES: 

Ensure Equal Opportunity 

Knowing the sexual orientation and gender identity 
of peop le in the community in combination w ith 
information about housing, voting, language, 
employment, and education. helps federa l, state. and 
local governments and communities enforce laws, 
regulations, and policies against di scrim inati on based 
on sexual orientation or gender identity. 

'leople of different sexual 
el'.der identities have the same 

~ n, employment, voting, home 
er areas is of interest to 
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Ap 
Year Current Subjec 

Decennial 
First Asked in 
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Year Current Subjects Planned First Asked in Decennial Prog..am 

Subjects Planned for 2020 Census and/ or ACS Year Subject First Asked in I 

Decennial Census or ACS Years Not Asked 
Acreage 1960 I 
Age 1790 I 

I 

Agricultural Sales 1960 -i Ancestry 1980 
Bedrooms 1960 
Citizenship 1820 I 840-1 860, 1880 

Class of Worker 1910 

Commuting Uourney to Work) 1960 
---, 

I 
Computer and Internet Use 2013 

Condominium and Mobile Home Fees 1990 

Cost of Utilities 1940 

Disability 1830 

Educational Attainment 1940 

Ethnicity 

~ 
1970 

Ferti li ty 890 

Gender 1790 

Grandparent Caregivers 2000 

Heal th Insurance ,. ~ " 2008 

Home Heating Fuel 
, ------·=·-

y 

1940 

Home Value 1940 

Income .. 1940 

Industry 
, 

1820 1830. 1850-1900 

Insurance -- 1980 

Kitchen Facilities 1940 

Labor Force Status 1890 

Language Spoken at I iome 1890 

Marital History 1850 

Marital Status 1880 

Migration (Previous Residence)/Residence I Year Ago 1930 

Mortgages 1940 

Occupation 1850 

Period of Military Service 1890 1920 

Place of Birth 1850 

Plumbing Fac ili ties 1940 

Race 1790 

Relationship 1880 I 

Rent 1940 1 

Rooms 1940 

School Enrollment 1850 --1 -- --···-·- ·-
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Proposed 

-----------
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Year Current Subjects Planned First Asked in Decennial Program-Con. 

Subjects Planned for 2020 Census and/or ACS 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)/ 

Food Stamps 

Taxes 

Telephone Service 

Tenure (Owner/Renter) 

Undergraduate Field of Degree 

Units in Structure 

VA Service-Connected Disability Rating 

Veteran Status 

Work Status Last Year 

Year Built 

Year Moved In 

Year of Entry 

Year Subject First Asked in 

Decennial Census or ACS 

2005 

1940 

1960 

1890 

2009 

1940 

2008 

1890 

1880 

Years Not Asked 

1950-70 

1920 

1940- 1960 

U.S. Census Bureau Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 77 









RE: Question about SOGI data questions on ... - Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) Pagel of 3 

'RE:,.,Question about SOGI data questions on 2020 ACS 

Monson, Mahri < Monson.Mahri@epa.gov> 

Mon 3/ 6/2017 5:28 PM 

-.. Marisa Tegler Hotchkiss (CENSUS/DC MD FED) <marisa.tegler.hotchkiss@census.gov>: Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM 
f ED) <Nancy A Batescg,census.gov>; 

Excellent; thank you so much, Marisa. I would appreciate any updates you have. So at this point are we 
uncertain whether SOGI will make the final list? 

Thanks again! 
Mahri 

Mahri Monson 
Lead, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Workforce Data Pilot 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Desk: -

Cell: -

Help eliminate environmental violations - report tips and complaints at: 
http:U www.epa.gov/compliance/ complaints/ index.html 

From: Marisa Tegler Hotchkiss (CENSUS/ DCMD FED) [mailto:marisa.tegler.hotchkiss@census.gov) 
Sent: Monday, March 06, 2017 3:40 PM 
To: Monson, Mahri <Monson.Mahri@epa.gov>; Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 
<Nancy.A.Bates@census.gov> 
Subject: Re : Question about SOGI data questions on 2020 ACS 

Hello, 

Thank you for your message. We are still finalizing the list of subjects planned for the 2020 Census and 

the American Community Survey (ACS). Title 13, U.S. Code requires the Census Bureau to send 
Congress the subjects proposed to be included in the 2020 Census and the ACS by March 31, 2017, and 
we are on track for that delivery. I'd be happy to follow up with you as soon as I have a final version to 

share. 

Thank you ! 
Marisa 

Marisa T. Hotchkiss, PMP, Chief, Content. Language, and Data Products Branch, Decennial Census 
Management Division, U.S. Census Bureau 
Office- Cell-Room-marisa.tegler.hotchkiss@census.gov 
censu~t with us on Social Media 

5/25/2017 



RE: Question about SOGI data questions on ... - Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) Page 2of3 

-------------- ····--~--- · 

From: Monson, Mahri <Monson.Mahri@epa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 6, 2017 3:14 PM 
To: Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 
Cc: Marisa Tegler Hotchkiss (CENSUS/DCMD FED) 

Subject: RE: Question about SOGI data questions on 2020 ACS 

Excellent; thank you so much for the quick response, Nancy. 

Marisa, I think a number of agencies requested SOGI; do those requests stand or hold to Nancy's point of 
meeting with DOJ to see whether SOGI is "still requested?" Please let me know if there is anything I can do to 
help. 

Thanks again for the update, 
Mahri 

Mahri Monson 
Lead, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Workforce Data Pilot 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Desk: 
Cell: 

Help eliminate environmental violations - report tips and complaints at: 
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 

From: Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) [mailto:Nancy.A.Bates@census.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 06, 2017 3:07 PM 
To: Monson, Mahri <Monson.Mahri@epa.gov> 
Cc: Marisa Tegler Hotchkiss (CENSUS/DCMD FED) <marisa.tegler.hotchkiss@census.gov> 
Subject: Re: Question about SOGI data questions on 2020 ACS 

Hi Mahri, 

Got your voice mail. For the moment, both SO and GI are included in the package of requested ACS 

content that is slated to go to Congress. However, at the last Content Council meeting, it was stated 

that Census staff are planning to have a meeting with DOJ staff to verify that SOGI items are still 

requested in the ACS. I think some folks at Census are concerned the new administration will 

no longer support it. 

That's all I know, but the contact person is Marisa Hotchkiss (copied here). 

Nancy A. Bates 

Senior Researcher for Survey Methodology 

Research and Methodology Directorate 

U.S. Census Bureau 

5/25/2017 



RE: Question about SOGI data questions on ... - Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 

'· _,,. ,, 
Office Room-
nancy.a. bates@census.gov 

census.gov 

Connect with us on Social Media 

From: Monson, Mahri <Monson.Mahri@epa.gov> 

Sent: Monday, March 6, 2017 2:57 PM 

To: Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 

Subject: Question about SOGI data questions on 2020 ACS 

Hi Nancy, 

Page 3 of 3 

I'm wondering if you can tell me the status of the SOGI question on the 2020 Census? Just trying to keep track of 

federal -wide efforts on SOGI data collection as I continue to lead EPA's SOGI workforce data efforts. 

Thanks so much and hope all is well! 

Mahri 

Mahri Monson 

Lead, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Workforce Data Pilot 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Desk: 

Cell: 

Help eliminate environmental violations - report tips and complaints at: 

http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 

5/25/2017 



Re: 2020 Census & SOGJ in headlines - Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 

l 

Re: 2020 Census & SOGI 1n headlines 

Renee Ell is (CENSUS/ CSM FED) 

Thu 3/30/2017 7 51 AM 

T. Amy Srnith ((El'JSUS/POP l'ED) <Arny.Symens Smith@census.gov>; Jennifer M Ortman (CENSUS/ACSO FED) 
<Jennifer .M.Ortman@census.aov>. 

r r Nancy .A. Bales (CENSUS/ADRM FED) <Noncy.A.Bates@census.gov>; Robert o Ramirez (CENSUS/POP FED) 
< Roberto.R.Rarnirez(ucensus.gov> ; Thomas A File (CENSUS/SEHSD FED) < Thomas.A.File@census.gov>; 

in case you all had not seen them Gary Gates did a pretty good job w ith the issue 

http://www.ebar.com/news/article.php?sec=news&article=72460 

The Bay Area Reporter Onl ine I 2020 
census won't count LGBTs 
www.ebar.com 

Breaking news & opinion from the BAR. 

Page I of 4 

http://www. wash i ngto n blade .com/2017 /03/29/gay-scholar-wa rns-readi n g-u-s-census-re mova 1-lgbt 
categories/ 

5/25/2017 



Re: 2020 Census & SOGI in headlines - Nancy A Bates (CENS US/ADRM FED) Page~ ot'4 

Renee Ellis, PhD 

Gay scholar warns against reading 
into U.S. Census removal of LGBT 
categories 
www.washingtonblade.com 

Gates says look elsewhere for Trump opposition to 

LGBT research 

NSF-Census Research Network Liaison (NCRN) 

U.S. Census Bureau 

From: Amy Smith (CENSUS/POP FED) 

Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 3:33:29 PM 

To: Jennifer M Ortman (CENSUS/ACSO FED) 

Cc: Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED); Roberto Ramirez (CENSUS/POP FED); Thomas A File (CENSUS/SEHSD 

FED); Renee Ellis (CENSUS/CSM FED) 

Subject: Re: 2020 Census & SOGI in headlines 

I will be in touch tomorrow with the other requests. bl1t none are as 1obu:.t as DOJ's 

On Mar 29, 2017, at 3:13 PM, Jennifer M Ortman (CEHSUS/ACSO FED) <Jennifer M 01 tma111olcPnsus aov > wrote" 

The only request we received for SOGI came from DOJ. There was a letter from Congress 

signed by severa l member (1 think maybe 70 or 80), so there is likely some confusion in the 
reporting as they may not realize a letter from Congress is not actually a way to request 
content be added to the survey. 

From: Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 3:02:35 PM 

To: Amy Smith (CENSUS/POP FED) 
Cc: Jennifer M Ortman (CENSUS/ACSO FED); Roberto Ram irez (CENSUS/POP FED); Thomas A File 

(CENSUS/SEHSD FED); Renee Ellis (CENSUS/CSM FED) 
Subject: Re: 2020 Census & SOGI in headlines 

) 

5/25/20 17 



Re: 2020 Census & SOGI in headlines - Nru1cy A Bates (CENSUS/ ADRM FED) Page 3of4 

I thought Justice was the only agency that formally sent request to Census asking for SOGI 

(then I guess retracted the request when asked to reconfirm after the election)? Are you 

aware of other agencies that requested SOGI? 

Nancy A. Bates 
Senior Researcher for Survey Methodology 

Research and Methodology Directorate 

U.S. Census Bureau 

Office ••••I Room 
nancy. a.bates@census.gov 

census.gov 

Connect with us on Social Media 

From: Amy Smith (CENSUS/POP FED) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 2:58:34 PM 
To: Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 
Cc: Jennifer M Ortman (CENSUS/ACSO FED); Roberto Ramirez (CENSUS/POP FED); Thomas A File 
(CENSUS/ SEHSD FED); Renee Ellis (CENSUS/CSM FED) 
Subject: Re: 2020 Census & SOGI in headlines 

I will be very w rious to see what Gary has to say. One of the biogs I read talked about putting pressure on 
tCongress presumabl~·) to understand who the many agencies were asked for SOGI info and why the data now 
aren't needed. 

No idea about the slip up but assume de( ennial is fielding the questions since they were coordinating the 
materials. 

On Mar 29, 2017, at 2:35 PM. Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) <Nancy.A.Bat.es«vcensus.qov> wrote: 

FYI, rom Amer Stat Association contacted me this morning 

wanting info. I directed him to PIO. Also, Gary Gates is being interviewed by 

outlets today. 

BTW ... does anyone know how the version that still had SOGI listed as new 

content was inadvertently released? 

Nancy A. Bates 
Senior Researcher for Survey Methodology 

Research and Methodology Directorate 

U.S. Census Bureau 

Office~oom
nancy.a.bates@census.gov 

5/25/2017 



Re: 2020 Census & SOGI in headlines - Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ ADRM FED) 

census.gov 

Connect with us on Social Media 

From: Amy Smith (CENSUS/POP FED) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 1:21:19 PM 
To: Jennifer M Ortman (CENSUS/ACSO FED) 
Cc: Roberto Ramirez (CENSUS/ POP FED); Thomas A File (CENSUS/SEHSD FED); Nancy 
A Bates {CENSUS/ ADRM FED); Renee Ellis (CENSUS/CSM FED) 
Subject: Re: 2020 Census & SOGI in headlines 

Yes I've also seen <irticles on theqailyqrincl.com and ouu:om 

What's interesling is that the comments are quite varied ranging from "why would LGBr folks Wdn t 

the government to know where they are located" to the CB only needs a headcount. WisJ·; people 
were better educated when it comes to the need for the census. 

Amy 

On Mar 29, 2017, at 12:48 PM, Jennifer M Ortman {CEMSUS/ACSO FED) 
<Jennifer M Ortman®census.gov> wrote: 

FYI (these are just two of the many articles posted) 

http://www.refinery29.com/2017 /03/14 7543/trump
ad m inistration-2020-census-proposal-report 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/us-census-lgbt
americans us 58db3894e4b0cb23e65c6cd9? 

Page 4of4 
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Fwd: ~PDATE: DOJ Content Request- Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) Page I of 3 

Fwd: UPDATE: DOJ Content Request 

Amy Smith (CENSUS/POP FED) 

Wed 11/23/?016 U:S-1 AM 

; ,.:R~nee Ellis (CENSUS/CSM FED) <Renee.Ellis@census.gov>; Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 
< Nancy.A.Bates@census.gov>; 

2 attrichmenis (:i07 KBl 

letter to Mr.J Thompson US Dept of Commerce Census Bureau.pdf; ATI00001.htm; 

FYI 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Roberto Ramirez (CENSUS/POP FEDl" <Roberto.R.Ramirez@census.gov> 
To: "Andrew W Roberts (CENSUS/ACSO FED)" <Andrew.W.Roberts(!l)census.gov>, "Amy Smith (CENSUS/POP 
FED)" •:Arny.Symens.Smithl,focensus.qov> 
Subject: Fwd: UPDATE: DOJ Content Request 

FYI 

Agenda topic for Monday. 

Sent from my iPad 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Karen Humes (CENSUS/POP FED)" <Karen.Humes®census.gov> 
To: "Robe1to Ramirez (CENSUS/POP FED)" <Roberto.R.Ramirez@census.gov>. "Amy Smith 
(CENSUS/POP FED)" <Arnv.Symens.Smith(@census.gov> 
Subject Fwd: UPDATE: DOJ Content Request 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forw<1rded message: 

From: "Victoria Velkoff (CENSUS/ACSO FED)" <Victoria.A.Velkoff®census.gov> 
To: "Jennifer M Ortman (CENSUS/SEHSD FED)" <Jennifer.M.Ortman@census.gov>, 
"Enrique Lamas (CENSUS/ADDP FED}" <Emigue.Lamasra>census.gov>. "Karen 
Humes (CENSUS/POP FED)"' <Karen.Humes@census.gov> 

5/25/2017 



Fwd: UPDATE: DOJ Content Request~ Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 

Subject: Fwd: UPDATE: DOJ Content Request 

FYI 

Begin fo1warded message: 

From: 'Lisa M Blumerman (CENSUS/ADD( FED)' 
<Lisa. M. Blumerman<Wcensus.gov> 
Date: November 6, 2016 at 11:10:21 AM EST 
To: "Nancy A Potok (CENSUS/DEPDIR FED)" 
< Nancy.A.Potok@census.gov>. "John H Thompson 
(CENSUS/DEPDIR FED)" <john.h.thompson@census.~1oy> 

Cc: "Shirin Anne Ahmed (CEMSUS/ADDC FED)" 
< Shirin.Anne.Ahmed@census.gov>. "Deborah Stempowski 
(CEl-JSUS/DCMD FED)" <Deborah.MStempowski@census.qov>, 
"Victoria Velkoff (CENSUS/ACSO FED)" 
<Victoria.A.Velkoff@census.qov>. "James Whitehorne 
(CENSUS/ADDC FED)" <James.Whitehorne@census.qov> 
Subject: UPDATE: DOJ Content Request 

FYI - we have received the request from DOJ. Please see attached. 

Begin foiwarded message: 

From: "James Whitehorne (CEMSUS/ADDC FED)" 
<James.Whitehorne!wcensus.qov> 
Date: November 6, 2016 at 10:22:14 AM EST 
To: "Deborah Stempowski (CENSIJS/DCMD FED)" 
< Deborah.M.Stemoowski<iilcensus.gov>, "Marisa 
Tegler Hotchkiss {CENSUS/ADDC FED)" 
< marisa.tealer.hotch kiss@census.gov > 
Cc: "Lisa M Blumerman (CENSUS/ADDC FED)" 
< Usa.M.Blumerman@censlJS.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Example of a well formed data 
request for new content in the census or ACS 

FYI - copy of letter sent to Census from Justice is 
attached. 
James 

James Whitehorne 
Chief 
Census Redistricting & Voting Rights Data Office 
Associate Dire<tor for the Decennial Census 
U.S. Census Bureau 

fax: 
james.whitehorne@census.gov 

Page,2 of3 
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Fwd: 1.IPDATE: DOJ Content Request - Nancy A Bates (CENSUS/ADRM FED) 

census.gov 
Connect with us on Social Media 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: 'Levitt, Jllstin (CRT)" 
<Justin. Levi tt@usdoj.gov > 

To: "James Whitehorne 
(CENSUS/ADDC FED)" 
< James.Whitehorne@census.gov> 
Subject: RE: Example of a well 
formed data request for new 
content in the census or ACS 

Hi, James. With tremendous 

apologies for the overly long 

wait ... 

I'm told that the attached .went 

in yesterday's mail. I don't 
know whether we sent an email 

copy to John as well. 

Please let me know if you need 

anything more from us to move 
things on your end. And again, I 

apologize for the delay. 

Page 3of3 
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"~ , : 

November 4, 2016 

John H . Thompson 
Director 
Economics and Statistics Administration 
U.S. Census Bureau 
Unites States Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 20233-0001 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Justice Management Division 

Office of General Counsel 

Washington. D.C. 20530 

Re: Legal Authority for American Community Survey Questions 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

This letter supplements my letter of July 1, 20 16, in which I advised that, at that time, the 
Department of Justice had no needs to amend the cun ent content and uses or to request new 
content in the American Community Survey (ACS) for the 2020 Census. In 2014, the 
Department affirmed its continuing needs and legal justification for existing subjects and 
questions in the ACS. I understand your office recently has been in communication with 
Department officials regarding new uses sought by the Department relating to LGBT 
populations. Consistent with those communications, this letter fo1mally requests that the Census 
Bureau consider a new topic in the ACS relating to LGBT populations. The attached spreadsheet 
accurately reflects the legal authority supporting the necessity for the collection of this 
information. 

Please let me know if you have any questions about this letter or wish to discuss this request. I 
can be reached at (202) 514-3452, or at Atthur.Gary@usdoj.gov. 

Sincerely yours, 

A~L 
Arthur E. Gary 
General Counsel 

Attachment 

Cc: Civil Rights Division 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA 

The following statutes enforced by the Department bar discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender Identity, or both. 

Statutory Reauirement 
Title Citations Classification Uses Lowest geography Freauencv 

Would be used to enforce 
prohibitions against 
discrimination In programs 
or activities receiving 
financial assistance 

Violence Against administered by the Office 
Women Reauthorization on Violence Against 
Act of 2013 42 USC 13925(b)(13) R Women. Place Annual 

Violence Against Women ~2 USC 3796gg(b)(5), 
Act of 1994, as amended, 3796gg(b)(19), Would be used to help 
Victims of Trafficking and 3796gg-7(d), administer grants, and 
Violence Protection Act of 10420(c)(1)(B), plan education about and 
2000, Violence Against 1392S(a)(39), 13971(b), enforcement of 
Women and Department of 13971(d)(4), 1397S(a), prohibitions against 
Justice Reauthorization Act 1397S(g)(3)(C)(ii), discrimination in programs 
of 2005, Violence Against 14041(b)(l), 14041(b)(4), or activities receiving 
Women Reauthorization Act 14045(a)(l), 14045(c)-(d), financial assistance 

Census block group Annual of 2013 14045b(b)(10). p administered by OVW. 

42 USC 2000e et seq.; Would be used to enforce 
42 USC 2000e-2(k); Wards the prohibition against 

Title VII of the Civil Cove Packing Co. v. unlawful employment 
Rights Act of 1964 Atonio, 490 U.S. 642 

R 
discrimination. 

Place ~nnual 
flQBQ\ 

Would be used to help plan 
education and enforcement 
efforts concerning the 
prohibition against 

Title VII of the Civil unlawful employment 
Rights Act of 1964 42 USC 2000e et seq. p discrimination. Census block group ~nnual 

Would be used to enforce 
the prohibition against 

20 USC 1701 et seq.; unlawful discrimination in 
rTitle IX of the 34 CFR 106.21(b)(2), education programs and 
Education 106.23(b), 106.37(b}(l), activities receiving 
Amendments of 1972 106.51(a)(3)-(4), 106.52, federal financial 

106.53 R assistance. Place Annual 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA 

Statutorv Reauirement 
Title Citations Classification Uses Lowest aeooraohv Freauencv 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 
enforcement efforts 
concerning the 
prohibition against 
unlawful discrimination In 

rnt1e IX of the education programs and 
Education activities receiving 
Amendments of 1972 20 USC 1701 et seq. p federal financial Census block group Annual 

assistance. 

42 use 3601 et seq. ; 
24 CFR 100.500; 
Texas Dept. of Housing and Would be used to enforce 
Community Affairs v. the prohibition against Inclusive Communities 
Project, Inc., 135 S. Ct. unlawful discrimination in Place Annual 

Fair Housing Act of 1968 2507 (2015). R housing. 

would be used to help 
plan education, testing 

42 USC 3601 et seq.; and enforcement efforts 

Fair Housing Act of 1968 24 CFR 100.500. p to eliminate unlawful Census block group Annual 
discrimination in housing. 

Would be used to enforce 
the prohibition against 

Equal Credit Opportunity 15 USC 1691 et seq.; unlawful discrimination in 
Act 12 CFR 202.6 n.2 R lending. Place Annual 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 
enforcement efforts to 

Equal Credit Opportunity 15 use 1691 et seq. p eliminate unlawful Census block group Annual 
Act discrimination in lending. 

Would be used to 
enforce the prohibition 
against unlawful 
discrimination in criminal 

Omnibus Crime Control and 42 USC 3789d(c); 
justice programs 
receiving federal 

Safe Streets Act of 1968 28 CFR 42.203(c), (e) R financial assistance. Place Annual 

... ' 
\ 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA 

Statutorv Reauirement 
Title Citations Classification Uses Lowest aeoaraohv Freauencv 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 
enforcement efforts to 
eliminate unlawful 
discrimination In criminal 

Omnibus Crime Control and 
justice programs 
receiving federal 

Safe Streets Act of 1968 42 use 3789d(c) p 
financial assistance. 

Census block group Annual 

Would be used to 
enforce the prohibition 
against unlawful 
discrimination In juvenile 

uvenile Justice and pustice programs 
Delinquency Prevention Act 

42 use S672(b) 
receiving federal 

Place Annual of 1974 R financial assistance. 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 
enforcement efforts to 
elfmlnate unlawful 
discrimination In juvenile 

Ouvenile Justice and 
justice programs 
receiving federal 

Delinquency Prevention Act 42 USC 5672(b) p 
financial assistance. 

Census block group Annual 
of 1974 

Would be used to 
enforce the prohibition 
against egregious or 
flagrant violations of law 

Civil Rights of for persons residing in or 
Institutlonallzed Persons confined to covered 
!Act 42 USC 1997 et seq. R institutions. Census block group Annual 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 
enforcement efforts to 
eliminate egregious or 
flagrant vlolatlons of law 

Civil Rights of for persons residing in or 
Institutionalized Persons confined to covered 
Act 42 USC 1997 et seq. p 

institutions. Census block group Annual 

, 
, . 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY DATA 

Statutorv Requirement 
Title Citations Classification Uses Lowest aeoaraohv Freauencv 

Would be used to 
enforce the prohibition 
against patterns or 
practices of unlawful 
conduct by law 

Violent Crime Control and 
enforcement or by 
officials in the juvenile 

Law Enforcement Act of 42 USC 14141 R justice system. Place Annual 
1994 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 
enforcement efforts to 
eliminate patterns or 
practices of unlawful 

Violent Crime Control and 
conduct by law 
enforcement or by 

Law Enforcement Act of 42 use 14141 p 
officials in the juvenile 

1994 liustice svstem. 
Census block group Annual 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 

Matthew Shepard and 
enforcement efforts to 

James Byrd, Jr., Hate prosecute and deter 

Crimes Prevention Act of covered hate crimes 

2009 18 USC 249 p against LGBT individuals. Census block group 'Annual 

Would be used to help 
plan education and 
enforcement efforts to 
eliminate unlawful 
discrimination in crime 
victim compensation 
programs receiving 

~ictims of Crime Act of federal financial 
1984 42 USC 10604(e) p assistance. Census block group Annual 
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